, for B. WILSON; and Sold by 
the Bookſellers of L Weſt- 
wunſter, . 
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| Proteſts, Sc. 


Their LoxDsnies PROTEST on rejelting the 

Words, The beſt Methods of Preventing the like Debt 

for the future, out of the Queſtion how ſo large a Navy- 
Debt came to be contracted. „ 15 


Die Lyne 139 Novembris, 1721. 
H E Houſe (according to Order) proceeded to take 
into Conſideration His MANETs moſt Gracious 
| Speech from the Throne: And the ſame being read. 
A Motion was made that this Houſe do, on Fi- 
49 next, take into Confideration the Cauſes of 


Contracting ſo large a Navy-Debt, and the beſt 
Methods of 


Debt for the future. 
And a Queſtion being Stated thereupon. 


It was Propoſed to leave out theſe Words, yiz. And the beſt Mes 


 thods of Preventing the contracting the like Debt for the future. 


Not Content 64, Words ſhal t 
5 It Was Reſolyed in the Negative. 
Diſſentient. 5 l ws Þt 
B EC AUS E the principal Ends of all Parliamentary Inquiries 


into Miſmanagements, being to prevent the like for the fu- 
ture, We thought it more agreeable to the Candour, and 


Honour of the Houſe, to expreſs it plainly in the Queſtion it- 


ſelf, than leave it to be implied only, and the rather, becauſe it 


EXTXTEXXENTET EF INELEEYY. 


eee the Contracting the like 


" 


Content 22. Then the Qt was pur, Whether the ſaid Yo 
all ſtand Part of the Queſtion 2 


ſeemed to us, the Words left out clearly Lmported, that nothing Per- 


a * would 


* - 


ſonal was in view ; but the Publick Good only, Which, we thought. 


„5 


would rather have given Satisfaction to the Mind of every Noble 


Lord, than the contrary. „„ any id- 

II, When the Words now Order'd to be left out, were, for the 
 Reaſon'giyen ſo properly and naturally, as We conceive, madea Part 
of the Queſtion e could not but apprehend that the laying them 
aſide, on the Debate, might create a Suſpicion, tho? unjuſt, that this 
Houle did not intend to prevent, if poſſible, the contracting a large, 
and Inconvenient Navy-Debt for the future. N 

III. His Majeſty having in his Speech from the Throne, Obſerved, 
The ill Conſequences that ariſe from ſuch a large Debt, remainin 
unprovided for; We thought it very proper, if not neceſſary, in the 
Reſolution taken, to enter into the Conſiderat ion of that Debt, to 
expreſs a Deſire of preventing the like Inconvenient Debt being con- 


tracted for the futyre.; and, that the doing ſo, did not prejudge the 
of Contradtigg the preſent 8 omen 

neg&farily, or ſuſti 

h n'd, yet, We 


reat Navy- Debt, for, however 
happening ſo again. 


bly, and. inconvenient Thing may have once 
ink, it ought, if it can be prevented, from 


IV. His Majeſty having likewiſe Obſeryed in his Speech from the 


Throne, That this Part of the National Debt, is, of all others, the 
moſt heavy, and burthenſome ; and having fer k. 

ar iſing from the high Diſcount on the Navy, and Victualling Bills, 
We thought ourſelves ſufficiently Warranted to expreſs a Deſire to 
confider of the beſt Methods of prevent ing the like moſt heavy and 
burthenſome Debt, whatever the Cauſes of Contracting the preſent 
Debt ſhall, on enquiry, appear to be: And this the rather, becauſe 


the like Navy-Debt can br ing no manner of Benefit either to the Pub- 


lick, or to any private Perſon, but to ſuch as hy fore: ſeeing when it 
is to be either diſcharged, or provided for, may make an exceſſive 
Ad vantage to 
very high Diſcount. 


V. Ebor. Aberdeen, Avle ford, North and Grey, 
F. Roffen, ' || Briſtol, Batburſt, | Boyle, | 
Wharton, | Salisbury, Bingley, | Aſuburnlam, 
Starſdale, | Cowper, | Guilford, Trevor. 
Strafford, penn +3 tone oy 


UC TOE OI FOTRO ROC IO ROOT LE ARON 


Their LoxDships PROTEST on rejecting the Queſtion to Ad- 
dreſs his Majeſty, to have Lord CARTERET's Inſtructions 


to the Caurt of Sweden, & c. Laid before the Houſe. 
8 Die Mercurii 159 Novembris, 1721. 


The Houſe, according to Order, proceeded to take into further 


Conſideration, His Majeſty's moſt Gracious Speech from the Throne. 
After Debate, the Queſtion was put, That an humble Addreſs 
be preſented to His Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to give 
Orders, that the Inſtructions given by His Majeſty to the Lord c- 


zerer, as Miniſter, or Penip t ntiary to the Crown of Sweden, or any 


It was Reſolyed in the Negative. - 
Diſſentient. | 


other of the Nothern Crow's, may be laid before this Houſe : 


of Inſtructions, of any kind, and have not been ſupported by 
the Houſe in that Motion, and tho' we wiſh it may be the laſt, 8 


rth the Miſchiefs 


themſelves, by buying up the ſaid Bills, while under a 


i 


* ECAUSE ve apprehend this to be the firſt Inſtance to be 
found on our Journals, where Lords have moved for a * | 


0 0 


— e 7 


rage Enquiries of t 


1 22 


we have juſt Reaſon to fear that ſuch a Preſident; once made, wilt 


not fail of being followed in ſucceeding Limes. | 
II. Becauſe we do not apprehend how the calling for Inſtructions, 


after the Concluſion of the Treaty to which they relate; and the In- 
- teryention of a General Act of Pardon, can be hurtful either to the 


Publick, or even to the Miniſters tranſacting ſuch Treaty; but the 
refuſing to call for thoſe Inſtructions, may in our Opinion, be a 
Matter of a dangerous Conſequence, in as much as it tends to diſcou- 
| his kind for the future, and by that Means to 
embolden, and skreen the Guilty Miniſters hereafter, N 
III. Becauſe, thoꝰ we acknowledge the Right of Peace and War to 
be in the Crown, yet we muſt be of Opinion, that this Houſe hath 
alſo a Right to enquire into the Tranſactions of Miniſters, em- 
ploy'd under the Crown, and to Cenſure their Conduct, when Ju- 
ice requires it, which cannot well be done, unleſs it be firſt known 


what ſort of Inſtructions they received, and how far they have, or ought - 
to have comply'd with them: And this ſeems to us more particularly 
Neceſſary, ſince the Act of Succeſſion has declared, That this King- 


dom ſhall not be engaged in a War, on Account of any of the King's 
Foreign Dominions: All Treaties therefore with Princes in the North, 
ſhould, above all Others, be made in the plaineſt, and moſt unex- 
ceptionable Terms; or if the way of Wording ſuch Treaties ſhall oc- 
caſion any Doubt, no Method of clearing it ſhall be neglected, or a- 
voided, that ſo this Houſe and the whole Kingdom may be fatiſ- 
fied, that nothing has paſſed” derogatory to that Act, which is the 
Baſis on which our preſent Happy Eſtabliſhment is founded. 4 


V. Ebor. | Comper, |  Strafford, Aberdeen, 
Wharton, Uxbridge, Scarſdale, _ Bat hruſt, 
North and Grey. . | Aylesford, F. Roffen, 
Guilford, | Bingley, ] Briſtol, _ | 4 


FFF 


Their LoRDSH1Ps PROTEST on rejecting the Motion to Ads 


ö direſs His Majeſty, to have the renewed Treaty of Com- 


merce with Spain laid before the Houſe. | 


| | Die Lunie 209 Novembris, 1721. 
The Houſe 88 to Order) proceeded. to take into further 


Conſideration His Majeſty's moſt Gracious Speech from the Throne, 
And after a Debate, 2 by 4 


The Queſtion was put, That an Humble Addreſs be Preſented to 


his N. to deſire that his Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed 
ers 


to give Orders, That the Treaty of Commerce, whereby the former 
Treaties of Commerce are renewed with Spain, may be laid before 


Content 22, | It was Reſolyed in the Negative. 


Not Content 59 «+ 


Diſſentient, f : | | . | 

| ECAUSE, as we believe, the refuſing to Addreſs for a 

Treaty, which has been Concluded and Ratified ſo long fince, 

is altogether unprecedented; and we conceive this Caſe, of all 

others, ought not to have been made a Precedent, where the Treaty 
IM 5 . | 5 | ehre 


. —_— LR 
deſired to be ealled for hath been twice ment ioned from the Throne; 
to both Houſes of Parliament ; and the laſt Time in his Majeſty's 
Speech at the opening of this Seſſion, expreſly (as we cannot but ap- 
prehend) Recommended to the Conſideration of both Houſes of 
Parliament. To 1 | : BS £ 


| Bingle 


V. Ebor. Strafford, | Comper, 7 . 
Era. Roffen, | Aberdeen, North and Grey, j St. Jobn de Bletſo, 
F. Ceſtriens, 1 Aylesford,| | Guilford, | Bathurſt. 


Wharton, _ | Briſtol, Boyle, 


. — 


een. 


Their Lon pships PROTEST on rejecting the Previous Que- 


were kept in Pay. 


ee ee Die Martis 50 Decembris, 1721. 
A motion was made, That the employing great Numbers of Sea- 


men for ſeyeral Years laſt paſt, more than were provided for by Par- 


lament, was one great Cauſe of Contracting ſo large a Navy-Debt, 
and of increafing the ſame, from the Sum of 764, 088 L. 3 s. 11d. which 
was the Neat Debt of the Navy, on the 31ſt of December, 1717. to 
the Sum of 16419370. 175. 8d. 3 which was the Neat Debt of the 
Navy on the zoth of September laſt; oo 4 | 


And a Quſt ion being ſtated thereupon, the previ- 


Content 23x cus Queſtion was put, Whether the ſaid Que- | 


Not Content 60 ſtion ſhall be now put? 
It was Reſolved in the Negative. 
Diſſentient. 2 


ECAUSE the Main Queſtion being ſo True in every Particular, - 
that as we could obſerye, the Truth thereof was not deny'd by 


any Lord in the Debates, but ſeems to Us, to be admitted by 

the propoſing and carrying the Preyious I We think it highly 
_ expedient, That the Main Queſtion, ſhould have been put and Vored 
in the Affir mative, to the End we might have expreſſed our Diſap- 
robation, at leaſt, of the Practice of imploying much greater Num- 
Ley of Sea-men in the Fleet, for ſeveral Years laſt paſt, than were 
provided for by Parliament (when the Occaſions for employing them, 


could not, in our Opinion, but be fore-ſeen) and by ſuch, our Diſ- 


approbation might have diſcouraged, in ſome meaſure, that Practice 


for, the future, and prevented the increaſing the Navy-Debt again, 


by the like Proceedings. | | 
 Strafford. | Comper, |. Guilford, 
Trevor, | aturjt, 8 | 
- Litchfield, | 4. Briſtol 


* 


b 5 . S 
D | | | 
wo : a - 7 ; | I > : 


T. Roffen, St. John de Bletſoe, | Northand Grey, 
Gower, * 1 „„ | 7 ; 


ſtions, relating to the too great Number of Sea-men, that 
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Three Clauſes in the Quarintine- Act, VII GEORGIL. 


ND be it further Enacted, That if any Perſon Infected with 
the Plague, or obliged to perform Quarentine, ſhall wilfully 
refuſe or neglect to repair within convenzent time, after due 

Notice for that Purpoſe given to him, her, or them, by the proper O 
ficer, to the Ship, ouſe, Lazaret, or other Place duly appointed for 


bim, her, or them; or having been placed in ſuch Ship, Houſe, | 


Lazaret, or other Place, ſhall eſcape, or attempt to eſcape out of 
Py ſame, whilſt he, 72 or — Hall continue infected, or be- 
fore Quarentine fully performed reſpactively; It ſhal and may be 
lawfu] to and for the Watchmen and other Perſons, appointed to ſee 

Quarentine performed, by any kind of Violence that the Caſe ſhall re- 
quire, to compel every ſuch Perſon ſo refuſing or neglecting, as afore- 
ſaid, and every ſuch Perſon ſo eſcaping, or attempiing to eſcape, .as a- 
foreſaid, to repair or return into ſuch Ship, Houſe, Lazaret, or other 
Place, ſo appointed for him, or her, as aforeſaid; and every ſuch Per- 


1 ſon ſo refuſing or negleting to repair within convenient time after 


ſuch Notice, as aforeſaid, into ſuch Ship, Houſe, Lazaret, or other 
Place appointed for him, or her, as aforeſaid, ns alſo every Perſon 
actually eſcaping, as aforeſaid, ſhall be adjudgec 


and ſhall return, or attempt to return from thence, unleſs in ſuch Ca- 


1 ſes, and by ſuch proper Licence, as ſhall be direfled or permitted by 


ſuch Order or Orders, made or to be made and notified, as aforeſaid, 


It ſhall and may be lawful to and for the Watchmen, or other Perſons 
appointed to guard or ſecure ſuch Ship, Houſe, Lazaret, or other 


Place, ſo appointed, as aforeſaid, by any kind of Violence that the 


Caſe ſhall require, to compel ſuch Perſons, ſo returning, or attempting 


to return, to repair into ſome Ship, Houſe, Lazaret, or other Place, 
ſo . as aforeſaid, there to continue and perform Quarentine; 
and in caſe ſuch Perſon ſhall actually eſcape out of ſuch Ship, Houſe, 


Tazaret, or other Place, where he, or ſbe ſhall be ſo placed for Per- 
| formance of Quarentine, before he or ſhe ſhall have fully performed 


the ſame, be or ſhe ſhall be adjudged Guilty of Felony, and ſhal/ | 
ſuffer Death as 4 Felon without Benefit of Seeker rn 3 * 
And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if at 


any time or times hereafter any City, Town, or Place within 


7 Great Britain, or Ireland, ſhall be infe#ed with the Plague, it 
Jhball and maybe lawful to and for His Majeſly, His Heirs and Suc- 


ceſſors, to cauſe one or more Line, or Lines, Trench or Trenches, 


| q to be caſt up or made about ſuch infected City, Town or Place, at 4 


conventent Diſtance from the ſame, in Order to cut off the Communi- 
cation between ſuch eur City, Town, or Place, and the Reſt of 
the Country, and to prihibit all Perſons, Goods, and Merchandizes 


8 -  whatloever, 


3 Guilty of Felony, 
and ſhall ſuffer Death as 4 Felon without Benefit of Clergy. | 
And be it further Enacted, That if any Perſon not infected, nor 
| liable to perform Quarentine, fhall preſume to enter any Ship, Houſe, 
- Lazaret, or other Place ſo appointed, as aforeſaid, whilſt any Perſon 
or Perſons ſo infected, or being under Quarentine, ſhall be therein, 


. . 
whatſoever, to enter, paſs, or be carried over ſuch Lines or Tren- 
25 unleſs in ſuch Caſes, end by ſuch proper Licence, and ſubject 
to | 
as opal be diretted or permitted by any. ſuch Order or Orders made or 
to be made and notified, as aforeſaid; and in Caſe any 77152 or Per- 
Jons,” being within ſuch Lines or Trenches; or any of them, ſball, 
Auring the time of ſuch infection, preſume to attempt to come out of 


uch Regulations and Reſtrictions for Performance of Quarentine, 
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iche ſame; unleſs in ſuch Caſes, and by ſuch proper Licence, and ſub- f 


Act to ſuch Regulations and Reſtriſtions for Performance 0 Cuaren- 
bine, as ſhall be diretted or permitted by * Order or Orders, made 
or to be made and notified, as aforeſaid; 

to and for the Watchmen, or Perſons appointed to guard or ſecare ſuch 
Lines or Trenches, or any of them, by any kind of Violence that 
the Caſe ſhall require, to compel all and every ſuch Perſon and Per- 
ſons to return back within ſuch Lines or Trenches ; and in Caſe any 


It ſhall and may be lawful 


Perſon ſhall aſtually come out of ſuch Lines or Trenches, or any 4 


| them (unles in ſuch Caſes, und by ſuch proper Licence, and ſubje 
to ſuch Regulations and Reſtrictions as aforeſaid) every ſuch Perſon 
Hall be adjudged Guilty of Felony, and ſuffer Death as 4 Felon 

without Benefit of Clergy. | I + 


LopoLotolotolopototolo Lo LoboLo Lobo obotofotoPoboÞc; 
The Petition of the City of London to the Honſo of Lops: 


Die Mercurii 60 Decembris, 192.1. 
' A PETITION of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
1 mons of the City of London in Common- Council aſſembled, 


was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth, Thar ic | 


appearing by the Inſpection of the Journal of this Houſe, that their 
Lordſhips have now under Confideration, the Amendment of an 
Act paſs'd in a late Seſſion of Parliament, Entituled, [An Aft for 
repealing an Act made in the Ninth Tear of the Reign of Her late Maje een 
ANNE Entituled, An Act to oblige Ships coming from Places el 


— — Es — S 
5 2205 r 


More | dare 0 perform their Quarentine, and for the better preventing the 


Plague being brought from Foreign Parts into Great Britain or, Ireland, or the 
Nes of Guernſey, Jerſey, Alderneſs, Sark or Man, and to binder the ſpread- 


ns 4 Infection 2] That the Petitioners conceive, that in ſome Cladſes b 
of that Act, not only the Rights, Privileges, and Immunities, but the 
Trade, Safety, and Proſperity of the City of London are highly con- 


cerned; and praying, that they may be heard bir Counſel, or 

otherwiſe, in relation to the ſaid Act, at ſuch 

Manner, as their Lordſhips ſhall judge moſt 8 expedient, 
And a Motion being made, That the ſaid 

After Debate, The bY 

Mall be rejected? port | 
It was reſolyed in the Affirmative. , 


DORIIIISEGS ARIA 
Their Loxpsnies PROTEST en rejecting the ſaid hetition. 

Diſſentiet. n. EI IS, 
I.” ECAUSE the Liberty of pebitionly | the King ( nuch 
B more that of petitioning either Houle of Parliament; 17 


the Birth-right of the Free- People of this Realm, claim d 
by them, and confirm'd to them ſoon after the Reyolution, Wy, 


ime, and in ſuch | 


Pet it ion be rejected. g 
Queſtion was put, Whether the ſaid Petition 
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SR L443. 
Ac, Declaring the Rights ani Liberties of the . SnbjeF, and ſettling | 
the Succeſſion of the Crown and whenever any remarkable Check 
hath been given to the free Exerciſe of this Right, it hath always 


been attended with ill Conſequences to rhe Publick. 


II. Becauſe, the Petition to rejected, was, in our Opinion, eve- 
ry way proper and unexceptionable, both as to the Manner of 
Wording and Preſenting it, and the Matter to which it referred: 
Nothing being more natural and rcaſonable than that any Cor- 
porate Body ſhould, if they deſire it, be heard, upon any Bill un- 
der the Conſideration of Parliament: Whereby they judge their 


particular Intereſts to be highly, tho” not ſolely affected. This 


Liberty, we remember to have been granted, in a late Seffi- 
on, to the Traders of Norwich, upon their. Petition touching the 
Callico-Bill ; nor are we aware, That it hath ever, in like Circum- 
ſtances, been refuſed to the meaneſt Corporation in the King- 
dom: But if it had, we humbly conceive, that in this Caſe, a 
Diſtinction might have been made in Favour of the City of 
London, which being the Center of Credit, of the Trade and mo- 
ney'd Intereſt of the Kingdom; and the Place where the Pague, 
ſhould we be viſited by it, is moſt likely firſt to appear; and 
having alſo remarkably ſuffered” by Means of the late fatal Sonth- 
e Was, we think, in a particular Manner, entitled to 
apply for Relief againſt ſome Clauſes in the Quarentine Act, and 
delery'd to have been treated, on that Occaſion, with more In- 
dulgence and Tenderneſs. ; Fo» 


III. Becauſe the rejecting the ſaid Petition tends, we conceive, 
to diſcountenance all Petitions for the future, in Caſes of a pub- 
lick and general Concern, and, by that Means, to deprive the Le- 


Siſlature of proper Lights, which they might otherwiſe receive, 


it being no ways probable, that Subjects or Soc iet ies of leſs Con- 
fideration, will venture to repreſent their Senſe in Caſes of like 


Nature, after the City of London, have been thus refuſed to be 


heard, - | 
IV. Becauſe, as the receiving this Petition could have no ill 
Conſequences, as we conceive, nor have given any great Inter- 


ruption to the Buſineſs of Parliament: So the rejecting it, may, 


we think, widen the unhappy Differences that have ariſen, a | 
increaſe the Diſſaffection to the Government, which hath already 
too much prevailed in this Kingdom... 252 = 

V. Becauſe the Arguments uſed on the Debate, ſeem to Us, not 
to be of ſufficient Force; for we cannot. conceive, That. becauſe 
the ſaid Act of Quarentine is a general Act, therefore no . parti- 
cular Community, or City, who think they may, in. a. diſtin- 
uiſhing Manner, be prejudiced 'by it, have a Right to be heard 
n Relation to it; and that at a time when it is under the 
Conſideration of Parliament: Nor can we be of Opinion, That a 
Petition agreed on by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, - and Citi- 
Zens of London, in Common Council afſembled, and. preſented 
not even by the Numbers allow'd by Law, but by a Lord of 
this Houſe, can poſſibly be a Prelude or Example towards intro- 
ducing tumultuous Petitions 2: Much leſs. can we ſee, why it ought the 
rather to be rejected, becauſe it came from ſo great a Body. as the 
City of London; on the contrary, we apprehend that an univerſal 
Grievance which may be occaſioned by any General Act, muſt be 
repreſented to the Legiſlature by particular Perſons, or Bodies Cor- 


porate, or elſe it cannot be repreſented at all. That the , reject- 


ing ſuch Petitions, and not the receiving them, is, the Way 
to occaſion Diſorders and Tumults; and that the more confiderable 
the Body is, the mere Regard er be had to any bee 
. ̃ 00 1 ot 04 0 b te 


e 


| . . „ 
Re for Matters wherein, not only the Rights, 

rivileges and Immunities, but alſo their Trade, Safety, and Pro- 
ſperity are, as the Petition avers, highly concerned. | 


F (=] 


F. Ceftriens, Boyle, | Aylesford, North and Gre 
F. Roffen, | | Litchfield, _ Stork, | | Gower. A 
Briſtol, Trevor, Str afford, 

St. John de Blei ſoe, Bingley, Uxbridge, | 

Aberdeen,  \ Guilford, | Compger, | 


Sor WwEK®oeT$pfp gag Wot) 
he Die Mercurii 130 Decembris 1721. 

. A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being put, That a Bi 
be brodght in for the Repeal of 10 much of” the Act paſſed in 
he 7th Year of the Reign of his preſent Majeſty, rior An Act 
r repealing an Act made in the Ninth Year of her late Maje- 
ity Queen ANNE, entitled, An Ad to oblige Ships coming from Places 
znfected, more efſectualy to perform their Quarentine, and for the better 
eventing the Plague being hrought from Foreign Parts into Great Britain and 
Ireland, or the Iſles of Guernſey, Jerſey, Alderney, Sark, or Man, and 
hinder the ſpreading of Inſection; as gives Power to remove to a 
Lazaret, or Peſt-Houſe, any Perſons wharſoever, infected with the 
Lague; or healthy Perſons out of an infected Family, from their 
Habitations, tho' diſtant from any other Dwelling-Houſe ; and 
alſo ſo much of the ſaid Act, which gives Power for the drawing 

Lines, or Trenches round any City, Town, or Place fo infected, 


ny 20. It was xeſolyed in the Negative, 
Not Content 39 ING; ae 
Diffentient. | 


us, ſuch as can never wiſely, or uſually be put in Exe- 
cution: For, by the firſt of them, Perſons of what Rank 
pr Condition ſoever, either actually infected, or being in the ſame | 
Habitat ion, tho' in Lone Houſes, where they are well accommoda- 
ted, and from whence there is no Danger of propagating the In- 
ſection, may be forcibly removed into common Lazarets or Peſt- 
Houſes; and it does not appear to us, that ſuch a Power could 
at any time, be reaſonably executed, and therefore we conceive it 
ſhould be repealed. | e | 
The other Power extends to the drawing of Lines round any | 
City, Town, or Place; and conſequently round the Cities of 
London and Weſtminſter ; the very Apprehenſion of which, 12 the 
| 2 Rumour ef a Plague, would diſperſe the Rich, and by that 
Means ( as well as by hindring the free Acceſs of Proviſions ) ſtarve 
the Poor, ruin Trade, and deſtroy all the Remains of publick 
and private Credit. . 5 . 
II. Becauſe ſuch Powers as theſe, are- utterly unknown to our 
1338 and repugnant, (we conceive) to the Lenity of our 
11d and free Government, a tender Regard to which, was ſhewn 
"by 5 Act of obi Primi, which took care only to confine infected 
Perſons within their own . Houſes, and to mo them under that 
Confinement, and lodge the Execution of ſuch Powers ſolely in 
e Civil Cs whereas the Powers, by us, * d 
as they are of more extraordinary kind, ſo they wi probably, 
and ſome of them muſt neceſſarily be executed by Military Force: 
and the violent and inhuman Methods, which, on theſe — 


B. CAUSE the Powers ſpecified in the Queſtion, ſem to 
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may (as we 25 rchend ) be practiced, will, we fear, rather draw 
down the Infliction of a new Judgment from Heaven, than contri- 


bute any ways to remove that which ſhall then have befallen 
- Us. | 


III. Becauſe (we taks it) theſe Methods were copied from France, 
a Kingdom, whoſe Pattern, in ſuch Caſes, Great Britain ſhould not 


follow; the Government there, being conducted by Arbitrary | 


Power, and ſupported by ſtanding Armies; and to ſuch Country, 


Tach Methods do, in our Opinion, ſeem moſt ſuitable: And yet, 


even in that Kingdom, the Powers thus - exerciſed of late, have 
been as unſucceſsful as they were unpreſidented, fo that no neigh- 


bouring State hath any Encouragement from thence, to follow ſo : 


fatal an Example. 1 88 | 
In the laſt Plague, with which we were viſited, Anno Domini 16653 


- tho? none of theſe Methods were made uſe of, much leſs autho- 


rized by Parliament, yet the Infection, howeyer great, was kept 


from ſpreading it ſelf into the remote Parts of the Kingdom; 
nor did the Git of London, where it firſt appeared, and chiefly 
raged; ſuffer ſo long, or ſo much, in Proportion to the Number of 


its Inhabitants, as other Cities and Towns in France haye ſuffered, 


where theſe cruel Experiments have been tried. e Me 
IV. Becauſe, had ſuch a part of the Act, as we think ſhould be 


repealed, been accordingly repealed, there would {till haye re- 
mained in it, a general Claufe, which gives the Crown all Pow- - 


ers neceſſary to prevent the ſpreading of Infection, and conſe- 
uently theſe very Powers, among the reſt, if they ſhould be 
Grand neceſſary ; and therefore there is no need (as we conceive ) 
to have them expreſly granted in the ſame Act of Parliament, 


which ſeems not only to warrant, but in a particular Manner to 
e Is th 


preſcribe, and direct the uſe of them 


V. Becauſe the great Argument urged for continuing theſe Pow- 8 


ers ſpecified in the Queſtion, that they ſhould probably never be 


75 in Execution, in the Caſes objected to, ſeems to us a clear 
eaſon why they ſhould not be continued; for we cannot ima- 
gine, why they ſhould ſtand enactcd, unleſs they are intended to be 
executed: or of what uſe it will be to the Publick, to keep the 
Minds of the People perpetually alarm'd with thoſe Apprehenſi- 


ons under which they now labour, as appears by the Petition from 


the City of London lately rejected. EE © 
I t may be an Inſtance of our great Confidence in his Majeſty's 


Wiidom and Goodneſs, when we truft him with ſuch Powers un- 
known to the Conſtitution : But we think it ill becomes us, to 
repoſe ſuch Truſt when it tends, in our Opinion, rather to ren- 
der him terrible, than amiable to his Subjects; and when: the 
only Advantage he can (as we conceive J draw from the Truſt re- 


poſed in him, is not to make uſe of it. 
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Their LoRpshirs PROTEST on rejetting the Queſtion to 
Addreſs his Majeſty to have Lord Torrington's In- 
** ſtruct ions relating to the Action againſt the Spaniſh Fleet 
in the Mediterranean, laid before-the Hole. 1 v5 


e ee bn Die Martis Igo Decembris 1721. 
The Order of the Day being read, for the talcing into further 
Conſiderat ion his Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech from the Throne. 
A Motion. was made, and the 3 being put, That an 
humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty to deſire that 
bis, Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to give Orders to the 
proper Officers, That the Inſtructions given to Sir George Byng, 
now Lord, Viſcount To/zangton, in Relation to the Action againſt 
* the Sparzh Fleet in the Mediterrancan, may be laid before this 


p Hou * 2 12 5 75 4 ; "a 7 5 1 ö 1 p WO e? p | / . 
| Content 24, __ And a Queſtion being ſtated thereupon, it 
Not content 67. Was reſolved in the Negative. 


Diſſentient. 1 eee „ e e {05080 
'IIFYJECAUSE not finding any Inſtance, on ſearching of the 
Journals, we believe there is none wherein a Motion fe 
00 "Admirals Inſtructions to be laid before this Houſe has been 
denied; but on the contrary, there are many Precedents of In- 
ſtructions of a like Nature, and in ſtronger Caſes, as we conceive, 
addreſs'd for by the Houſe, and ſeveral in Point for Inſtructions 
"given to Admirals, particularly to Sir George Rooke, and Sir Cloudeſly 
Shovel; nor does it feem to us at all- material, whether the Con- 
duct of ſuch Admirals had, or had not, been blamed before ſuch 
Inſtructions were ask'd for, fince the Sight of Inſtructions may be 
previouſly and abſolutely neceſſary to inform the Houſe, whether 
their Conduct be blameable, or not. LOGS Mb ; | 
II. Becauſe we think it highly reaſonable, that theſe Inſtructions 
mould be laid before this Houſe, upon which the Action of the 
2 againſt the Spaniſh Fleet in the Mediterranean was founded, 
| | without any previous Declaration of War; an even, whilſt a Bri- 
0 |  2iſÞ Miniſter, a Secretary of State, was amicably treating at Ma- 
| | did, which Court might juſtly conclude it | ſelf ſecure from any 
© hoſtile Attack, during the Continuance of ſuch Negotiation. * 
III. Becauſe, till we have a Sight of theſe Inſtructions, and are 
able to judge of the Reaſons on which they were founded, the 
War wich Spurn, in which that Action of our Fleet involved us, 
= | does not àppear to us ſo juſtifiable as we could with; and yet 
F it was plainly prejudicial to the Nation in ſundry Reſpects; for 
\ | it occaſioned an entire. Interruption of our moſt valuable Com- 
| . merce with Spain, at a Time, when Great Britain needed all the Ad- 
"Ii vantages of Peace, to extricate it ſelf from the heavy National 
, Debt it lay under; and as it depriv'd us of the Friendſhip of 
Spain, not caſily to be retrieved, 1o it gave our Rivals in Trade 

{2 | an Opportunity, to inſinuate themſelves in their Aﬀections : And 
b | we conceive, that to that War alone, is owing the ſtrict Union 
| | there is at preſent between the Crowns of France and Spain, which 
it was the Intereſt of Great Brizain. to have kept always db : 


* 


— 
a 


* 


%% é . 
An Union, which, in its Conſequences, may prove fatal to theſe 
Kingdoms, Nor does it appear, that Great Britain had any Fruit 
from this War, beyond its being reſtored to the ſame Trade we 
had with Spain, before we begun it. | e | 


—— 7 
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From the London , Gazette, Sept, 27. 1718. 
| | oo: "Real 3h. 116 A es i 5 | 
N the Eighth of Auguſt, towards Night, the Engliſh Squadron 1 | 
O appear'd at the Ifland of Strombolz; and the Marquis de Lede | 
. having the next Day ſent an Officer of the Marine, on Board 

Admiral Bang, who was at Anchor at Cape Moatelli, to learn the 
Motive of his 28 - he anſwered to that Enquiry, That he had 
written a Letter, and appointed a Perſon to carry it, and that he 
| came only as a Friend and Mediator of Peace. | 
The Letter was delivered into the Hands of the Marquis de Lede, 
and was in the ſame Terms as that which he wrote near Cadiz, 
and which was delivered to the King, by Mr. Stanbope, notifying 
his Arrival, and his Maſter's Orders to employ Force of Arms, in 
Caſe his Majeſty did not defiſt from his Enterprizes on Italy: 
Only in this laſt Letter, written to the Marquis de Lede, there was 
this Variation, that inſtead of naming the Dominions of the Arch- 
Duke, he mentioned: the Kingdom of -Szcily, as a Part compre- 
| hended in the Neutrality of ahh. The Perſon, who in the Name 
of Admiral Byng conferr'd with the Marquis de Lede, made very 
prefling Inſtances, that all Operations of War might immediately 
5 ceaſe, and a Suſpenhon of Arms be ſpeedily coneluded. And it be- 
ing anſwered on our Part, that this could not be done without 
having the neceſſary Orders firſt from Court, the Engliſhman was 
diſmiſs'd to return on Board; but before he went, the Marquis 
de Lede reproach'd him with the convoying of fourteen Tartanes, 
having German Infantry in them from Naples: This he excuſed, 
ſaying, That thoſe Tartanes were met near the Coaſt. of. Sicily, 
and that his Chief had judg'd, it would not be proper to hin- 
der their Paſſage, ſeeing they were bound for Bajoles in Calabria; 
| _ -whither indeed they actually went. On this Occafion he confirm'd, 
; That his General was not come to declare War, but only as a Me- 
_', 'diator of Peace, and that he would not commit any Hoſtility.. - 
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Admiral er told the Anſwer and Sentiments of the Mar- , [=> 
quis de Lede, ſent the Conſul of his Nation, refiding in Meſfna, I 

to acquaint the Marquis, that within eight Days, he would re- = 
turn with his Squadron into that Neighbourhood, and then he = 
hop'd they ſhould eat a Soup together, ſeeing by that Time, | 
the Marquis might receive Orders for an entire Concluſion 'of | : Bj 


Peace. - - 

On the roth heenter'd the Faro, with his whole Squadron, ſtand- 
ing to the Southward, our Fleet being gone the ſame Courle be- 
fore: He held on his way till he came into the Height of Syra- 
cuſa; and on the 11th coming up with the Rear-Guard of the, 
Marquis Miri, he committed downright Hoſtility, and all the Acti- 


> > 


3 „ - 5 
ons of open War. And tho? the King cannot perſuade himſelf, that 
thi Proceeding, ( in which, Breach of Faith fe ſo great a ae 

the Act of the Exgliſp Nation : Tet no Body #s zgnorant that it 3s the 
ett of the artful Frojecfs of the Miniſtry at London, who are ca of at. 
gempting the greateſt Wickedneſs, to bring about their Deſigns ;, which are no leſs 

pernicious, than fatal to common Liberty. | | „„ 
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| Their Loxbsnips PROTEST again the Aft for puniſhing 
| 5 Mutiny and Deſertion. 


Diüèe Jovis 210 Decembris, 1721. 
Hodze 3 vice leffa eft Bali. An Act for puniſhing Mutiny and De- 
K x Oh * mor Paymens of e {ng and their Quar- 
ters. The Queſtion being pur, ether this Bill ſhall ? 
It Was reſolyed* 1 the Affirmative. * 


— 


J. BECAUs E we have heard no Arguments to convince J 
HH» that there- is any Neceſlity for a greater number of 4 
Troops being kept on Foot at this time, than there was 
after the Peace of Refwick, or the Peace of VUiecht, for as the Argu- 
2 ur = * the Ie Wannen of the N. we are 

u , at the keeping up ſo great an Army, is much 

—. ikely to encreafe than to leſſen ſuch Diſſaffection. : W 

II. Becauſe this Precedent is likely to be followed in all ſubſe. 
quent Times, there being no Probability, that a Conjuncture can 
Kappen when there will be leſs apparent Reaſon for keeping up a 
Fun Number of Forces, than at this Time, of General Tran- 
1 III. Becauſe we conceive, there are ſeveral Clauſes in this Bill, 
which tend to overthrow the Civil Power in this Kingdom, and 
turn it into a Military Government. And we apprehend it to 
be our Duty to take care, that ſo dangerous a Precedent may 
not be made for any future Time, without an evident Neceflity, 
and it is plain, there is no ſuch Neceſſity for erecting this Military 
Power within the Kingdom in time of Peace, becauſe the Army 
was well governed without it, in the two former Reigns. 1 
IV. That allowing ſuch a Number of Troops were neceſſary, 
tyer there is no Reaſon can be alledg'd, as we apprehend, that they 
Should be conſtituted in this expenſive Manner, which raiſes the 
E ge upon the Nation. about double what it was in Time of 
Peace, in the two former Reigns, and we muſt with great Con- 
cern affert, that the Publick'is much leſs able to bear ſuch an | 
Exceſs at the preſent,” than at any former Times 
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= metly, when che Ships were paid off, at their Return home from 
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Their LOKDSH1PS PROTEST, on rejecting 4 


Queſtion, relating to the Non-Payment of his Majeſty's 
Ships, as they return from their Voyages. NY -» 


. Die Sabbat. 130. Januarij, 17215 
A Motion was made, that the not paying off his Majeſty's 
Ships, when they come home. from their ſeyeral Voyages, accor- 
ding to the antient Uſage of the Navy, but continuing them in 
Sea-Pay, during the Winter, till they went out again, has beem 
f. of contracting fo large a Navy-Debt, and a 
* ion being ſtated thereupon, the previous Queſtion was put, 
'hether that Queſtion ſhall be now put? . 
It was reſolved in the Negative. | 


Diſſentient. | | | 
I. BEC AUS E we conceive the main Queſtion ought to have 
B been put, fince the Practice complained of in it having been 
from the Year 1690, very frequently repreſented againſt, 
to the Admiralty and Treaſury, by the Commiſſioners of = 
Navy (the proper Officers to give Advice in ſuch Matters) and 


who then were Men of great Experience, Ability, and Probity, 


for being contrary to the antient Uſage of the Navy, giving great 
Diſguſt to the Seamen, and cauſing an n pence of the 
publick Money, we thought it highly reaſonable to endeayour, 
that a Stop ſhould be put to this Method, which was attended 
with ſo many fatal Conſequences : And we cannot but think, the 
purcing and voting the main Queſtion in the Affir mat ive, would 
ave greatly conduc'd to that End. ; "vi Ae 
II. Becauſe it did not . neceſſary, at a Time, when ſg 
few Men were either granted, or indeed demanded for the Sex- 
vice of any one Year, that the Seamen ſhould be treated with {6 
much Severity, as not to be paid off, according. to the any 


| Uſage of the Navy, but kept in floating Priſons, as the faid 


Commiſſioners of the Navy, very well expreſs it, N fince 
we find, That during the late Wars, when forty thouſand Men 

2 Year were granted, this was truly thought by the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners of the Navy, a way rather to provoke the Seamen ta 
deſert, than 3 them to come into, or continue in the 


Service, and to be the Principal, it not the only Reaſon, why 


it is become ſo difficult to get them again, when wanted. 


III. We thought at this Juncture, when his Majeſty had fo late. 
Iy, in a moſt gracious Speech from the Throne, fignified his hay. 
ing ſo happily eſtabliſhed Peace throughout Europe, it would be 
Proper, if ever, to uſe our beſt Endeayours, that the Seamen might 


partake of the Benefit of our mal and free Government, and not | 


liable to greater Hardſhips than any of their Fellow-Subjects, as 


we think they will be, if this Practice be ſuffered to continue. 


IV. Becauſe ſuch Methods ought to be uſed, as will moſt con- 
tribute 5 procure the Affections of the Service, which, we think the 
. ſage of the Navy, will in this Caſe beſt effect, by which 
Fey will have the Satisfaction to ſpend their Money within the 

dingdom, for the Benefit and Support of their Families, as for- 


their 


2 


— 


5 | „ 3 
their ſeveral Voyages and will, we hope, preyent their abſcond- 
ing from, and deſerting the Service, and engage them chearfully 


to enter into it, whenever there ſhall be Occation. Whereas ac- | 
coding to the late Practice, by the Opigion of the ſaid Com- 


miſſioners of the Navy, the Difticulty of getting them in the 
Spring, chiefly ariſes from keeing them all the Winter, and yet 
the _ Difficulty of getting them again, is aſſign'd, as the only 
Reaſon for keeping them in Pay, during the Winter, altho' ir 


amounts to an intollerable Charge upon the Kingdom, it appear- 


ing by one of the Papers now upon the Table, that keeping them 
n 2 all the Winter, comes to near five times as much as rai- 
em again in the Spring. | £ A 


* 


4 
V. We cannot but think it a very unuſual way of arguing 


in a Houſe of Parliament, That a Queſtion ought not to be pur, 
becauſe it is generally admitted to be true, tho” at the ſame time 
there may be too much Reaſon to believe, that the Practice com- 
lain'd of, will not be altered without the Interpofition of Par- 
iament. 27 


VI. We cannot conceive, that the Treaty with Sweden could 
make it neceſſary, as was alledged, to keep the Men in Pay all the 


Winter, ſince it appears by the Papers upon the Table, that ve- 
xx little, or no Time would have been loſt, if the old Method 
of the Navy of raifing them in the Spring had been followed, by 


which, Money would have been ſay'd to the Publick, eſpecially 


fince their ſo early Arrival there, did neither prevent Landin 
The Czu7's Troops upon Sweden, when and where they pleaſed, nor 


by any Action at Sea, contribute to weaken his Naval Strength. - | 


Laſtly, we take it to be very clear, that if any Neceſſity or ſuffi- 


_ Cient Reaſon was forefeen at any time, for the diſpencing with this 
Rule of the Navy, it ought not to have been done, Without his 


Majeſty's Conſent in Council, it being, as we conceive, a funda. 
mental Maxim in the Government of the Navy, and a moſt ef. 
ſential Part of his Majcſty's Royal Prerogative, That no Rule or 
Eſtabliſhment in the Navy, whether written or unwritten, and 
cuſtomary, ought to be, or can regularly be abrogated, altered, or 
diſpens'd with, but by his Majeſty's Conſent in Council, eſpeci- 
ally in ſo weighty a Point, as ſpending the publick Treaſures ſo 
much faſter than it need have been, in a Proportion above-menti- 


- oned, and therefore we thought it expedient, that the main Que- 
tion ſhould have been put and voted in the Aftirmarive, that this 
great and uſeful Prerogative of the Crown, might; by cenſur ing 


what we take to be a Breach thereof, (tho' with the Temper re- 


commended from the Throne ) have been rhe better preſery'd for - 


the future. NS, 

V. Ebor, Compton, | Trevor, © Aberdeen, 
North and Grey, | Uxbridge, Bat hurſt, 1 Maſham, _ 
Gower, I Guilford, 1 Comper, - | Briſtol, | 


Se I IIS 013 / 
The humble PETITION of the London-Clergy againſt the 
J 1 
Sheweth, | 8 5 1 TEES 
HAT there is a Bill now depending in your Lordfſhip's 
Houſe, entituled; An Af for granting the People called Quakers, 

ſuch Forms of Affirmation or Declaration, as may remove the Difficulties 


which many of them lie under. Which Bill, Mould it paſs into a Lav, 
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E Principle of Conſcience ; and therefore, as your Petitioners appre- 

hend, may be under ſtrong Inducements to eaſe their Conſcience in 
that N rn by violating it in another, when their imple Affirma⸗ 
beha 


H 


Courts of Juſtice for legal Evidence. 
Rights, may poſlibly ſuffer, are as they ought to be, of ſmall Ac- 


imply, that Juſtice may be duly Adminiſtred, and Government 


| age" to the common Welfare: Where pour Petitioners are firm- 


Legiſlature, to a Sect of Men, who renounce the Divine Inſtitut ions 
the Catholick Church, be deem'd worthy of that ſacred Name. 


ſcribed by an Act in 


them by their Bill may tend to Strengthen and Confirm. 
liberation, Whether ſuch an extraordinary Indulgence, granted to 2 


to multiply their Set, and tempt Perſons to profeſs themſelves 
- Quakers in order to be exempted from the Obligation of Oaths, and 


Chriſtians and Subjects in the Kingdom. 


Wiſdom, may induce your Lordſhips not to give your Conſent to 
the paſling this Bill into a Law. | * 


as it may, in its Conſequences, nearly affect the Property of the Sub- 
— in General, ſo will it in a more eſpecial Manner endanger the 
egal Maintenance of the Clergy by Tythes : Inaſmuch as the People 
called Quakers, pretend to deny the Payment of Tythes, upon a 


tion, in 


of Friends of the ſame perſuaſion, ſhall paſs in all 
However the Injuries, that your Petitioners; in their private 


count with them, in Compariſon of the Miſchiefs which may re- 
dound to Society from the Indulgence intended; as it ſeems to 


ſupported, without the Intervention of any ſolemn Appeal to G, 
as Wirneſs of the T,uth of what ig ſid, by all Perſons in Caſes of great im- 


y perſuaded, that an Oath was inſti by God himſelf, as the 
ſureſt Bond of Fidelity among Men, and hath'been eſteemed and 
Arx ſo to be, by the Wiſdom and Experience of all Nations, in 
all Ages. | | 
| — that which chiefly moves your Petitioners to apply to your 
Lordſhips, is, their ſerious Concern, left the Minds of good Men 
Mould zrieved and wounded, and the Enemies of Chriſtianity 
Triumph, if they ſhall ſee ſuch Condeſcenſions made, by a Chriſtian 


of Chriſt, particularly That, by which the Faithful are initated in- 
to his Religion, and denominated Chriſtians; and who cannot, on 
this Account, according to the uniform Judgment and Practice of 


_ Your Petitioners do moreover crave leave to repreſent to your 
Lordſhips, That, upon the beſt Infor mation they can gain, the In- 
ſtances wherein any 2 hath refuſed the ſolemn . pre- 

the ſeyenth and eighth of Wile III. have, from 
e paſling that Act to this Day, been exceeding rare; ſo that there 
mi Ne be ground to hope, that the continued Uſe of the ſaid ſolemn 
Affirmation would, by degrees, have cured that People of all thoſe 


unreaſonable Prejudices againſt an Oath, which the Fayour deſign d 


And your Petitioners humbly leave it to your Lordſhips wiſe De- 


People already (as is conceived) too Numerous, may not contribute 
to ſtand upon a Foot of Privilege, not aollwed to the 


Your Petitioners therefore humbly hope; that theſe, and other 
Conſiderations which may offer themſelyes to your Lorpſhips great 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. 


ras 
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© The Lonxps PR OTEST on rejecting the ſaid Petition. 


| Die Mercurii 17 Die Fanuraij, 1721. 
A Motion being made that the ſaid Petition be rejected ? Aſter 
ey Queſtion was put, whether the ſaid Petition ſhall be 
rejected? | | | e 


— 


It was reſolved in the Affirmative. 


„„ 0 | 5 you 
I. E CAUSE the Right of Petitioning, in a legal Manner, to 
| legal Purpoſes, docs, we apprehend, appertain by Law and 
15 Uſage, to the free People of this Realm; and is as eſſential 
to the Subject, acting within his due Bounds, as the Liberty of De- 
bate is to the Conſtitution of Parliament. And this Right, as it 
extends to the Petitioning even for the Repeal of Acts now in force, 
by which the People think themſelves aggrieved ; ſo it juſtifies them 
vet more, in repreſenting their humble Senſe of any new Law, 
while it is under the Conſideration of Parliament. Nor are the 
Clergy, we preſume, leſs privileged, in Relation to the Exerciſe of 
This Right, than any other of his Majeſty's Subjects: On the con- 
trary, we believe them as worthy of enjoying it, and as capable of 
exerting it to wiſe and good Ends, as any Rank of private Men in 
the Kingdom. | 745 {05 IE , = 
II. Becauſe the Petition rejected is, in our Opinion, proper and 
inoffenſive, both as to the Matter and Manner of it: Since it partly 
relates to the peculiar Rights of the Clergy in point of Tythes, and 
partly expreſſes their Fears, (as we conceive, not altogether ground- 
{s) leaſt the Sect of Quakers, already too numerous, ſhould, by 
this new Indulgence, be greatly multiplied ; and leaſt the Honour 
of Religion ſhould any ways ſuffer, and the Foundations of Govern- 
ment be taken by what is intended; both which it is the particular 
Duty of their Function to uphold and ſecure. We ave not therefore 
. . apprehenſive, that it misbecame their Characters to interpoſe on any 
of theſe important Points: And the way, in which they have done 
it, muſt ſcem to us free from Exception, till ſome Paffage in their 
Petit ion is piteh'd upon, as obnoxious, and cenſurcd by the Houſe ; - 
which, as yet, hath not been done. 1 5, 
III. Becauſe the Petition a particular Grievanee under 
which the Clergy will ſuffer by this Act, more than any other Or- 
der of Men; which, as it had never been obſer ved in the Debates 
on the Bill, ſo was allowed to deſerve the Conſideration of the 
Houſes, And therefore, had there been wy other part of their. 
Petit ion leſs unexceptionable (as we happrehend, there is not) yet we 
do not think, that it was reaſonable to lay afide the whole, on that 
Account, and reject what was acknowledg'd fit to be conſidered, 
tor the ſake of what was een improper to be offered. | 
IV. Becauſe rhe Clergy of London are not in general ſo liberally 
provided for, but that they have reaſon to be watehful in Relation 
to any Step that may unwarily be taken, towards pts wes, - 
their Maintenance; which we look upon, as not duly proportione 
to their Labours, in populous Pariſſics, and to the various Imploy- 
ments given them by Infidels, and Hereticks, Papiſts, and divers 
Sects of Men diſſenting from the Church. eſtabliſhed by Law, with 
Which this Metropolis 15 known to abound. And as their Situation 
gives them near Opportunities of obſerying and knowing what 


GT 


— 


L193 - | 
may be ſtirred in Parliament, to the Prejudice of their Order; fo 
we cannot but think that it becomes them to make uſe of that Ad-- 
vantage, in behalf of their diſtant Brethren, as often as need ſhall 
require; eſpecially at a Time. when the Repreſentatives of the 
Clergy are not attending in Conyocation, and in a Readyneſs to 
exert ”_=_ known Right of applying to the Legiſlature on all ſuch 
Occaſions. 5 | : | 
V. Becauſe the London-Clergy, from whence the Petition came, 
are, in our Opinion, and haye been always eſtcemed, of great Con- 
ſideration, with Reſpect to their extenſive Influence, and their Abi- 
lity to be ſerviceable to the State in important Conjunctures. From 
this Body of Merthave proceeded many of the moſt eminent Loghts 
of the Church, and Ornaments of the 3 Bench, eſpecially fince 
the Revolution; and, in the Reign preceding it, their never to be 
forgotten Labours put a Stop to the Torrent of Popery, then ready 
to overflow us. On which, and many other Accounts, we cannot 
but wiſh, that the Applications at any time made to this Houſe by 
the City-Clergy, might be received with Regard and Tendernefs ; 
and a more than ordinary Indulgence allowed them, at a Time, 
when ſo great Favours are about to be beſtowed on the profeſſed 
Opugners of their Function and Maintenance. e 7019 
VI. Becauſe by Experience we find, that the treating, in this 
* Manner, a Petition from any great and conſiderable Body of Men, 
þ- is not the beſt way to allay the Jealouſies, and extinguiſh the Unea- 
ſineſs that occaſioned it; a very contrary Effect having followed 
- (according to the beſt of our Obſeryation) from the rejecting a pe- 
t it ion lately offered by the City of London, And the oftner ſuch In- 
ances are repeated, the more, we fear, the Diſaffection of the Peo- 
ple will increaſe, who thinking themſelves under Hardſhips from 
which they deſire to be relieved, may look upon it as a new, and yer 
greater Hardſhips, not to be heard. And though the modeſt and 
dutiful Demeanor of the Clergy ſhould no ways contribute to theſe 
Conſequences, yet we know not how far this may be the Caſe, with 
reſpect to their Flocks; to whom their Perſons and Characters are 
dear, and who may therefore be induced by the Reverence they bear 
to their Paſtors, to expreſs as much Concern on their Account, as 
they would on their own. For which Reaſon it was our earenſt De- 
fire, that this ſecond, and in our Opinion, dangerous Experiment, 
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might not have been made. 


IF, Ebor. | Briſtol I Gower, + Comper 24 
_ | 1 > Aberdeen, Sa 

M4. 

| 

| 


Weſton, Conningsby, Trevor, : 1 
Uxbridge, ; Strafford, Bingley, * Mont jey, =_ 
Scarſdale, | Foley, St. John de Bletſo | Bathurſt, : | 
Compton, I North and Gray, | Guilford, F. Roſſen. 


eee, elese 
The Lon DS PRO TES 1 againſt the Quakers Bill. 


| Die Veneris 199 Januarij, 1721. 
Hodie za vice lecta eſt Billa, Entituled, An AF for Granting the Peo. 
ple called Quakers, fuch Forms of Affirmation, and Declaration, as may remove 
he Diffculties which many of them He under. 92 | 
Thc Preſtizn was put, Whether this Bill ſhall Paſs ? 
Ii was reſolved in the Affirmative, 9 85 


Diſentient. 
W. Cant, Jo. Oxon, | . r 
I. ECA Us E the Priviledge allowed by this Bill to the Qua- 
, kers, are without Example, and no ways proportioned ro 
the Steps formerly taken towards a gradual Indulgence of 
them, For, whereas they have been hitherto under the real Obliga- 
tion of an Oath, tho' diſpenced with as to ſome Formalities, with 
Reſpect to the Manner of wording, and taking it, they are now al- 
together releaſed both from the Form and Subſtance of an Oath, and 
admitted to profeſs Fidelity, and give Teſtimony upon their ſimple. 
Affirmation: Nor are theſe great Priviledges indulged to them (as 
the'Leſs were) from time to time, and by degrees, but are at once 
made Perpetual. | : 
II. Becauſe we look upon the „ who reject the two Sacra- 
ments of Chriſt, and are, as far as they ſo do, unworthy of the Name 
ob Chriſtians, to be on that account, unworthy alſo of receiving 
ſich diſtinguiſhing Marks of Favour. 7 8 
III. B:cauſe the Quakers, as they renounce the Inſtitut ions of 
Chriſt, ſo have not given even the Evidence by Law required, of 
their Belief of his Divinity: It no ways 8 to us (nor, do 
we believe it can be made appear) that ever ſince they were firſt In- 
dulged 1 and M.] one Quaker in an hundred hath Subſcribed 
the Frofeſfon of Chriſtian Belief directed by that Act; nor could we, upon 
2 Motion made in the Houſe, prevail, that they ſhould eyen now be 
Obliged by ſuch previous Subſcription. to Intitle themſelves to the 
new and extraordinary Favours defigned them. The Conſequenc of 
which muſt, in our Opinion, be, That they will encourage them- 
ſelves yet farther in their Avexſion to ſybſcribe that Profeſſion of 
Chtiſtian Belief; which they ſeem more to decline than even the ta- 
king of an Oath; fince great Numbers of them have ſworn, tho? ve- 
ry f:w have Subſcribed that Profeflion. Nor are we without Ap- 
prehenfions, that it may reflect ſome Diſhonour on the Chriſtian 
Faith, if the Evidence given by ſuch Perſons on their bare Word, 
ſhall by Law. be judged of equal Credit with the ſolemn Oath of an 
acknowledged Chriſtian, and ſincer Member of the Eſtabliſhed Com- 
munion. | 5 
IV. Becauſe. we look upon it as highly unreaſonable, that, in a 
Kingdom where the Nobles the Clergy and Commons are obliged to 
Swear Fealty to the Crown, and even the Sovereign himſelf rakes an 
Oath at his Coronation; 2 particular Sect of Men, who refuſe to 
ſerve the State, either as Civil Officers, or Soldiers, ſhould be entire- 
ly releaſed from that Obligation: Since tis natural to expect, that 
Perſons thus Indulged, as to the Manner of Profeſſing, and the Mea- 
{ure of Performing their Allegiance, ſhould, by Degrees, be induced 
totally to withdraw it. till they become as bad Subjects as Chriſtians. 
V. Beca aſe tho' ſuch extraordinary Privileges, are allowed he ; 


N : | * . © ; | c ; | : | 
TT... ny = 
Sect of Quakers by this Bill, yet there is no Mark or Teſt, preſcrib- 
ed by 10 or b 2 other AG, by which it may certainly be known ; 


Who are — ers, and conſepuently, who are, or are not Intitled ta 


thoſe Privileges. From whence this Inconvenience may ariſe, that 
many. not really Quakers, may yet ſhelter themſelves under the Co- 
ver of that Name, on purpoſe to be Releaſed from the Obligations of 


| Oaths; it nor being, we conceive, in the Power of the Magiſtrate, 


as this Bill ſtands, to oblige any Perſon to take an Oath, who, at 
the time of tendring it, ſhall profeſs himſelf a Quaker: So that the 
Concefſion now made to that Sect, may prove a great Inlet to Hy- 
pocriſy and Falſhood, and will naturally tend towards increaſing 
3 which, ve rather wiſh, may be every Day dimi- 
VI. Becauſe we do not apprehend that the Quakers, as a Sect, are 
really under ſuch Scruples in Point of an Oath, that it is neceſſary 
to eaſe them by ſuch an Act; few of them having, for five and 
twenty Years paſt, ſince their ſolemn Affirmation (equivalent to an 


Oath) was enacted, ever refuſed to comply with it: And, ſhould 


this have now and then happen'd, yet, when the great Body. of any 
| ſort of Sectaries are at Eaſe in their Conſciences, the Scruples of a 
few, we think, ought not to be regarded; eſpecially, if continu 
the Law now in Force will probably extinguith thoſe Scruples, an 
the Repeal of it will certainly give new Life and Strength to them. 
VH. Becauſe the Security of the Subjects Property, which depends 
upon Teſtimony, ſeems. to us to be leſſened by this Act; the Reve- 
rence of an Oath having been always obſerved to operate farther to- 
wards the Diſcoyery. of” Truth, than any other leſs ſolemn Form of 
Aſſeverations. Nor can the Quakers be excepted in this Cauſe ; whoſe 
awful Apprehenſions of an Oath appear, from their earneſt Endea- 
vours to decline it. And therefore, where the Payment of Tythes, by 


them held to be ſinful, is concerned, they will have ſtrong Inducements 


to diſguiſe the Truth, in what they ſimply affirm, rather than wound 


their Conſcicnces and Credit, by contributing towards the Support 


of ſuch an Antichriſtian Payment. In other Caſes of Property, their 
Intereſt only will Claſh with their Veracity ; but the Double Mo- 


tive of Intereſt and Conſcience, will Influence them with reſpect to 


the Clergy ; whoſe Calling, and Maintenance, they equally condemn, 

VIII. Becauſe the Inducement, mentioned in the Bill, towards 
granting the Quakers theſe fayours, That they are well Affected to 
the Goverment (a Poſition, of which we have ſome doubt) might 
we apprehend, be improved into a Reaſon for granting like Favours 


to Deiſt, Aris, Jews. and even to Heathens themſelves ; all of which 


may poſſibly be, as ſome of them certainly are, Friends to the Go- 
vernment. However their Friendſhip . We preſume, would be 
_ Cultivated at too great an Expence, if, for the ſake of it, any 
thing ſhould be done by the Legiſlature, which might weaken 
the Security of all Governments, and Oath; and, by that Means 
do more Miſchief to the State, in one Reſpect, than it brought Ad- 
vantage in another. And we the rather thus chooſe to Reaſon, be- 
_ cauſe an Argument was urged in the Debate, and no ways diſal- 


lowed, that, if Heathens themſelves were equally of Uſe to the State, 


as the Quakers are, they ought alſo equally by Law to be Indulged : 
8 firm ALONE That as 25 Mal ſhould be perſecu- 
ted for his Opinions in Religion; ſo neither ſhould any Man, who 
is known to avow Principles deſtructive of Chriſtianity, however 
uſeful he may otherwiſe be to the State, be encouraged by a Law 
purpoſely made in his Fayour, to continue in thoſe Principles. 


. Ehor. | Montjoy, | St. Jahn de Bletſoe \ Trevor, 
Fr. Roſſen, Stafford j Sailsbum, Jo Compton. 
Gower, IF. Ceſtriens, Aberdeen, 5 5 
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Their LoxDSHIPs PROTEST on rejecting the Queſtion to have 


the Treaties and Inſtrutions, relating to the Fleets being 


ſent into the Baltick ſo often, laid beſore the Houſe. 


=> 


Die Jovis 250 Januarij, 1721. 


The Order of the Day (for the Houſe, to be in a Committee, to 
take into further Conſideration, the Cauſes of Contracting fo large 


2 Nayy-Debt, and the Inſtructions to the ſaid Committee, That 


they do in the firſt Place conſider of the Occafion of that Part of the 


ſaid Debt, which ariſes, from having employ'd more Men in the Sea- 


Service, in any Year, than were Provided for by Parliament, for 


ſuch Year, and for the not paying off all the Seamen at Winter) be- 
ing call'd for. 9 | 7 40 | 5 

A Motion was made, and the Queſtion was put, That Authen- 
tick Copies of the ſeveral Treaties, Inſtructions and Orders, relating 


to the Britzſh Squadrons being ſent into the Baltick for ſeveral Vears 


laſt paſt, be laid before this Houſe, that the true Occafion of that 
Part of the Navy-Debt, which the Committee is inſtructed to con- 


ider in the firſt Place, may the better appear; as alſo that the Act 


of Settlement has not been rs, by thoſe ſeveral Nothern Expe- 


ditions ? It was Reſolv in the Negative. * 
Content 23 | 
Not Content 6 

Diſſentient. F 


LITYECAUSE it being now admitted by the Houſe, in the in- 


= 


ſtruction given to the Committee, That the Navy-Debt was 


encreaſed by employing more Men in the Sea -Service, than 
were Provided for by Parliament, and by not Paying them off in 

the Winter; the Intention of the Houſe in that Inſtruction, muſt, 

| In our Opinion, manifeſtly be to direct the Committee, to inquire 
' Into the true Occaſion and Reaſonableneſs of thoſe Services, by which 


the Navy-Debt was encreaſed, and that End could not, we think, 


be any ways attained, without 2 Sight of thoſe Treaties, Inſtructions, 


and Orders, upon which thoſe Seryices were founded ; fince the con- 
ſidering the Occaſion of an extraordinary acknowledged Expence, 
muſt, We conceive,imply an Inquiry into the true Cauſes, for which, 


- ſuch an Expence was made. We did therefore think it neceſſary, to 


defire Copies of the Treaties, Inſtructions, and Orders, relating to 


the ſeveral Bultick Expeditions, becauſe, without them We could not 
poflibly learn the true Reaſons of thoſe Expeditions, and it ſeemed + 
to Us incongruous, that the Houſe ſhould direct an Inquiry, and 
not contribute to it, by directing alſo thoſe Materials to be laid be- 
fore the Committee, which alone could render ſuch an Inquiry 


effectual. 


II. Becauſe the Want of ſuch Authentick Papers and Inſtruments 
could no ways, we think, be ſupply'd by any verbal Repreſentations, 


that might be made by Lords in the Miniſtry, as Fact occurred to 


their Memory in the Debate, this ** no ſufficient Foundation for 
any Parliamentary Inquiry, much leſs 
Approve, Excuſe, or Blame the Meaſures of thoſe in Power, fince 


for ſuch an one, as tends to 


we cannot think it ſuitable, either to the Rules, of Reaſon, or the 


Dignity of Parliament, to proceed to Reſolutions, relating to — 55 


* 


* 


13204 | 


conduct of Miniſters, upon Facts ſtated by the Miniſters chemſelves · 


III. Becauſe Motions for ſuch Papers and Inſtruments, have been 
frequently made and comply'd with ; nor hath any ſuch Motion 


ever (as far as wecan learn) till of late, been refuſed, the only Paper 
included in the general Motion, that we thought any ways doubtful _ 
whether we ſhould obtain, was the Lord Cartarer's Inſtructions, which 


was moved for before in this Seſſion, without Succeſs : However, we 


had Hopes of prevailing, even for a _ of that Paper, when it be- 


came neceſſary, as we apprehend, to Qualify the Committee of th 
whole Houſe to do the Work 2 by the Houſe. | 
IV. Becauſe the great Increaſe m t 
frequent ſending of ſtrong. Squadrons to the Balzick, and continuing 
them there at Seaſons of the Year, when the Britiſh Fleet has ſeldom 
been known to have been employed, ſo far from Home, and in fo 
rugged a Climate; and therefore we thought it reafonable to ex- 
pect the fulleſt Satisfaction in our Inquiries into the Grounds of Ex- 
editions, which had been carried on in ſo unuſual, expenſive, and 
ops 16x 6 a Manner, which the more extraordinary they were, the 
more they needed in every reſpect to be cleared and juſtified, that 
the Miſapprehenſions prevailing without Doors, in relation to thoſe 
Northern Expeditions, might be rectified, and ſuch Precedents might 
not remain without the Reaſons on which they were founded : 
Whereas we arc now apprehenfive, that any Reſolutions on this Head, 


may loſe much of their Weight and Influence, ſhould they be known 


to have been framed upon Facts barely aſſerted by Miniſters, with 
out Evidence of any ſort, to prove the Truth of thoſe Facts. | 
V. Becauſe one great View, we had in our Motion for thoſe Pa- 

| part was to ſatisfy our ſelves, and others, that the Act of Settlement 
had been no way infringed by thoſe Nortbe-z Expeditions ; a Point 
of the utmoſt Conlequence to the preſent Eſtabliſiment, and on 


which therefore all our Care and Circumſpection ought to be 


employed : *Tis the Birth-right of the Pcerage, as to concur in the 


Enacting all Laws, ſo to enquire into the Obferyation of them, and 

the more Momentous the Law is, the more it becomes us to conſider 
how far it hath, or hath not been Violated ; and one great In- 
ducement to our Enquiry into the Obſeryation of that Law, was 


the Jealouſy entertained (as we conceive). on that Head, by many 
of his Majeſty's good Subjects, odſerving that the War in the 
North, ended at laſt in a Peace, which ftripped Sweden of all 


its beſt Provinces, and confirmed the Acquiſition of them to the ſe- 


veral Northern Powers concerned, without any particular Advan- 
tage, that we hear of ſtipulated in Bchalf of Great Britain, beſides that 


of a new Guaranty for the Proteſtant Succeſſion. A Sight of the | 


ſaid Treaties, Inſtructions and Orders, might perhaps have diſpell'd 


theſe Apprehenſions, and therefore we thought it our Duty to move 


for them, and to expreſs our Concern, that ſuch a Motion was over- 


ruled; for we cannot think the Argument uſed to diſcourage Us from 


— on that Motion, [That it umounted to an Eenquiry, Whether the 
| King had broke his Coronation Oath] was conſiſtent with the Freedom of 
Parliament, or agreeable to the known Rules of our Conſtitution, 

which free the Croyn from all Blame, and ſuppoſe Thoſe only, who 


give pernicious Counfels ; anſwerable for the fatal Effects of them. 


. Ebor, ** | Uxbridge, | Boyle, | Aberdeen,” 

= Comper, od | Bingley, j F. Roffen, | Foley, © 8 
Denn nat. py wh Bat burſt, K. John de Blet foe 
North and Grey, | Briſtol, Scarſdale, + ] Montjoy, © © 
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of the Navy- Debt, aroſe from the 
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Their LokpShivs PrRoTEST againſt the Reſolution of the 
 Commuttee, relating to the great Tncreaſe of the Navy- 
orc nao oe au 
oe e 4 Die Jovis 250 Januarij, 1921. 
Then the Houle (according to Order) was Adjurn'd, during Plea- 
ſure, and put into the ſaid Committee. And after ſome Time ſpent 


| therein, The Houſe was reſumed, and the Earl of Clarendon Report- 
* 1 | ed from the Committee, That they had come to two Reſolutions, 
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receive the ſame. 
That the Report be now received. os | 
His Lordſhip accordingly Reported the following Reſolution. vx, 
| That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That the Employing 
7 15 5 Numbers of Seamen, for ſeveral Vears laſt paſt, more than 
Tere provided for by Parliament, and thereby increafing the Debt o 


which he was directed to Report; when the Houſe will pleaſe to 


ewe >. Wax Tt 
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the Navy, was occaſioned by Services, which either were purſuant 

to the — Ad vice, or had the ſubſequent e of one 

ir both Houſes of Parliament, and which were alſo neceſſary for the 

Safety of the Kingdom, and the tranquility of Europe. | 

Thar it is the Opinion of this Committee, That the Nature of the |: 

ſaid Services neceſſarily requiring ſome of his Majeſty's Squardrons to 

be kept out the whole Year, and detaining others Abroad, till the 
— of November or December, and it being requiſite to fit out the 

5 ſaid r in the Month of Febrwwy, or the Beginning of Mach, 

IF bet nin Order to their Sailing early in the Spring, the Paying them off 

upon their Return, was inconſiſtent with the due Performance of 

_ thoſe Services, nor could the ſaving, (if any) by ſuch Payment, have 

in any Degree made Amends for the ill Conſequences, which muſt 

thereby have ariſen from the r ee the Ser vice. | 

Which Reſolutions were Read by the Clerk, And the firſt Reſolution being read 

.« ſccond Tame, The Queſtion was put, Whether to agree with the committee in 

this Re ſalution . [t was Reſolved in the Affirmative. | 
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enen een claſh with the In- 4 

; B ſtruction from whence i: ſprung, which was to confider the 
Occaſion of the Increaſe of the Navy- Debt that aroſe from 

| employing more Men in the Sea Service than were provided for by 
Parliament: Whereas from the Reſolution, it appears only, that 
the Services occaſioned the Debt, not what real Occafion or Reaſon \* 
there was for thoſe Services, which yet was the Point we ſuppoſe & 
chiefly in View, and moſt worthy a Parliamentary Enquiry. © ®Z 
IT. Becauſe thoſe. Services are in this Reſolution ſuppoſed to be 
Juftified by the previous Advice, or ſubſequent Approbation of one 
or both Houſes of Parliament. Whereas it did not any ways appear 

to Us, that either Houſe of Parliament had previouſly adviſed, or ſub- 
quently approy'd ſuch Services, tho? the Vouchers in that Reſpect |: 
were often and earneftly required : Nor doth it appear to Us, how 
that Aſſertion is warranted, either by general Expreſſions in Votes 
and Addrefſes, or by a State of the Nayy-Debt Communicated 
every Year to the Parliament, and therefore, being {till in the Dark, 
* as t the Evidence pointed at, We could with, that the Growth of 
- tne Navy-Debt had been explained and juſtified-by an Enquiry into 1 
the Ends and Reaſons for which it was contracted. But this Way 
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made of ſuch Supplies, as were proportione 
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not being taken, nor being poſſible to be taken, ?till the Treaties3 
Indus u, 2nd Orders requiſite to this Purpoſe where produced · 


We know not in what Senſe, either thoſe Sea Services, or that great 
Navy- Debt they cauſed, may be ſaid to have been approved by this 


or the other Houſe of Parliament. 


III. Becauſe had we been duly inform'd of the Gs Motives, 
upon which thoſe Services were undertaken, and thereby enabled 


to judge of their Reaſonableneſs (as we think we in no Degree 
: were) Tet, ſtill we muſt be of Opinion, that thoſe — 


n w important ſoever, would not have juſtified the exceed 
— 2 Wander of Men ask'd of, and allowed by Parliament, 
which nothing but abſolute and unforeſeen Neceſſity can ever 
execute: Whareas the Occaſion of theſe extraordinary Expences 


were foreſeen ; and the Fleets were ſent out for many Years ſuc- 


ceſſively, fitting the Parliament, without ay previous Demand: 
| to the Expence in- 
tended; and we are further of Opinion, that whenever ſuch a 
Debt is unavoidably incurred, it ſhould be ſpeedily ſtated to the 


Parliament, together with the Neceſſity that occaſioned it, at 


their next aſſembling, that the Excuſe may be then either al- 


lowed, or cenſured, and the Exceedings provided for in Time, in- 
ſtead of being ſuffered to run on for many Years together, till 
an inſupportable Debt is contracted, without any other Notice 


taken of the Reaſons of its Growth, than the laying annually 
a general State of the Debt on the Table of the Houſe of Com- 


mons. This we conceive to have been the Caſe; and if it be, 


do not Err, we think, in aftirming, That had the Services appear'd 
to have been neceſſary, yet this Manner of encreaſing the Debt, 
would not have been warranted, 1 0 | | * 

IV. Neither can we comprehend how the Safety of the King 
dom depended upon thoſe extraordinary Services, ſome of which 


were perform'd in the Mediterranean, others in the Baltick, againſt 


Powers not at Enmity with Great Britain, whoſe Friendſhip, (it 
ſeems to Us) we ſhould rather have cultivated, and whoſe Re- 
ſentments we had, and ſtill have (we fear) Reaſon to apprehend. 
We cannot but think it the true Inteteſt of Great Britain, to inter- 


maeddle, as little as poſſible, in the Quarrels of Europe, and then, 


by our good Offices, chiefly without declaring any Reſolution to 


ſupport dur Mediation by Force, or making our ſclyes either Prin- 


cipals or Parties in Wars that do not immediately concern Us. 
e look upon our Navy ( the natural Security of our Ifland ) 


as too much hazarded, and ſome chief Branches of our Trade, 


as highly endangered by the Conſequences of thoſe remote Ex 
ditions: Nor are we yet ſatisfied, that the Peace by us media- 


ted, and concluded in the North, hath not made the Proyifion of 


Naval Stores for our Fleet, more precarious than formerly, tho* 
on that ſingle Article, the Safety of the Kingdom may poflibl 


fince after all our Expence, the late Northern Peace hath reduc'd Swe- 


den ſo low, and left the Czar in Poſſeſſion of ſuch Provinces, as 
may render him very formidable; and what Matters may fill 
remain unadjuſted in Treaties, whereby the preſent Tranquility 
may ſoon be diſturbed, we cannot determine, fince we have not 
been indulged in our Deſire of inſpecting thoſe Treat ies. | 


Comper, | Strafford, F. Roffen, Aberdeen, 
Trevor. HBriſtol, Bathurſt, Foley, 


Northand Grey, Aylesford, | Scarſdale, | St. John de Bletſoe | 
- Weſton, y | 


Guilford, D Dr i Bingley, | 


Compton, 
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depend. Nor can we judge the preſent Tranquility likely to la 
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Their Lonpsnirs PROTEST againſt the Reſolutions of the 


Committee, touching the not Paying off the Seamen, as they 


return from their Voyages. 


Die Jovis 259 Januarij, 1721 


The other Reſolution being read a ſecond Time, the Queſtion 
was put, Whether to agree with the 5 this Reſolut ion? 


It was Reſolved in the Affir mative. 
Diſſentient. „ 


| 18 CAUSE that part of the Queſtion, hich concerns ſuch 


of his Majeſty's Ships, as are ſaid, but not proved, to have 
been neceſſarily kept ont the whole Year; has not the leaſt 


Relation, as we conceive, to any thing that has been yet objected _ 


to, which was, the not payirig Ships that came home before Win- 
ter, and ought, by the antient Uſage of the Navy, to have. been 
herefore, we cannot but think, was very improper- 
y made part of the Queſtion. i | 
II. Becauſe it being admitted in the Queſtion, that the antient 
Uſage of the Navy, was, That all Ships, when they return home 
from their ſeveral Voyages, ſhould not be kept in Pay, during the 


Winter (as was the Caſe of the late Baltick Squadrons, for ſome 


Years paſt ) and it not having been made appear, (as we think) 
in a Parliamentary way, That by any Treaty with Sweden it was 
neceſſary to ſend Ships ſooner in any Year, than might have been 
conſiſtent with the ſaid antient Uſage, we are of Opinion, That 
the Reſolution will encourage the Practice complained of, and 
will greatly contribute to make Fleets, (ſo much the Honour and 
Security of this Kingdom) too chargeable to be fipported, _ 
III. Becauſe we cannot but be ſurprized, there Mould be the leaſt 
Doubt, as in the ee whether any Money might have been 
ſaved, by paying off the Men, when it appears by a Paper upon the 
Table, That ſeveral Ships Companies, amounting to many Thou- 


ſands of Men, have been kept in Pay, during the Winter; which 


Expence we cannot but think, ought to have been avoided, it appear- 
ing from other Papers and Repreſentations upon the Table, That by 
paying the Men off, more than five Parts in fix of the whole Charge 


of thoſe Men, during the Winter, had been ſaved to the Publick. 


IV. Becauſe a Reſolution of this Houſe, that ſeems to Counte- 
| nance a Practice of this Sort, (8t a Time, when every Way of getting 


Money, at the Expence of the Publick, docs not ſeem to be lets 
in Peoples Thoughts than formerly) may probably encourage 
thoſe, who ſhall have Opportunity in future Times, too readily 


to contribute towards the Encreaſe of Nayy-Debts, tho” they are 


attended with ſo many ill Conſequences, that his Majeſty in a moſt 
gracious Speech from the Throne, has very lately been pleaſed to 


* 


fay, They do not only affect all publick Credit, but greatly in- 
creaſe the Charge and Expence of the current Service, and are, 


of all others, the moſt heavy and burthenſome. 


W. Ebor. | Compton, | Guilford, 5 | Gower, 


Camper, © Uxbridge, i Boyle, F. Ceſtrien, 
Trevor, Strafford, F. Roffew, j Aberdeen, 
North and Grey, | Briſtol, 1 Bathurſt, Foley, 


Weſton, Ales ord, Scarſ dale, St. John deBletſpe. ; 
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Their Lon bs PROTEST on rejecting the Queſtion, about 


Cauſe of contracting ſo large a Navy- Debt? 


Vittualling his Majeſty's Skips by other hands than 
 Vittuallers. hs | * 64274; SRC: ert 


| Die Jovis, Februarij, 1. 1721, 


A Motion was made, and the Queſtion was put, That the Victu- 


alling His Majeſty's Ships by any other, than the Victuallers ap- 
pointed for that Service, or their Agents, is contrary to the courſe 
of the Navy, and by taking away the proper Cheques, is one great 


It was Reſolyed in the Negative. 
Diſſntient.. 85 
Rates, by the Commiſſioners of the V igtualling or their 


Agents, unleſs in caſe of Neceflity, and it appear ig to Us, by a Pa- 
per returned before this Houſe, from the Victughlliyg- Office, that 


many Ships, and Squardrons of Ships, haye been of late Vears Vi- ; 


ctualled by the Commanders, very few of which 
by any Order; and amongſt thoſe many Inſtances 


ere ſo Victualled 


a few only were 


excuſed," becauſe" there being no Agents for the Victualling-Office, 


nor any Stores in the Places where the Ships then were ; We think ir 
reaſonable to conclude, that all the ſeveral Victuallings in the ſaid 
Paper contained, being much the greater Number, which were nei- 
ther excus'd therein, nor ſaid to be Ordered, were fo provided with- 
out any Order or Excuſe whatſoeyer, and, conſequently. were a 
needleſs Breach of the ſaid good Courſe of the Navy; and by tak- 
ing away the proper Cheque made to ſave the Publick Money, muſt, 
in our Opinion, neceſſarily have been one of the Occaſions of the In- 


. creaſe of the Nayy-Debt. : | 
II. We cannot but obſerve, that if the ſaid Excuſe had (in the 
Paper abovementioned been applied to all the ſeyeral Inftances there, 


of Victualling, in a manner, contrary to the courſe of the Navy, 
yet it had been inſufficient, fince it is not alledged, that Agents for 


the Victualling, and Stores might not have been timely had in the 
Places where the Ships were Victualled, if due Notice had been 


given to the Commiſſioners of the Victualling, and proper Precau- 
tions and Endeayours had been uſed to that End. a 
III. We cannot but think, that carr ing this Queſtion in the Ne- 


gative, will, undoubtely, encourage this Breach of the courſe of the 


Navy, as it is acknowledged to be, and, in conſequence, put it into 
the Power of every Admiral, or Commander in Chief of any Squa- 


dron, and every Commander of a particular Ship, not only to fur- 
niſh ſuch Proviſions both in Quantity and Quality, as they ſhall think 
fit, but by letting the Men go on Shore, when in Port, on Pretence 


b - 'ECAUSE it being, un ueſtionably; the antient Courſe 
of the Navy to Victual all His Majeſty's Ships, above fixth 


of ſupplying Proviſions, leave a Charge on the Publick for want of 


the proper Cheque; tho? to the Deteriment of the Sea-Servyice. _ 
IV. Becauſe by this Leave given to the Commanders on the Head of 


the Victualling, they have it in their Power (though the want of 


the ſaid true and Ancient Cheque) to bring a very great Charge up- 


on the Head of Wages, which muſt nndoubredly, as we 1 


An Incxeaſe of the Navy- Debt. : 
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Occaſion a great waſte of the Publick Treaſure, and, conſequently, 


D 2 8 V. Becauſe 
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V. Becauſe we think, that to ſuppoſe the Commander of any 
Squadron or Ship, ill not, when it is ſo intirely in his Power, do 
what ſhall be for his Intereſt, is to believe him leſs inclined to his In- 
zereſt, than the generality of his Fellow - Subjects on Shore. 
VI. Becaule,we believe, this Houſe will not iſcourage taking away 
4 er Cheques, ?till Proof had, (as urged in the Debate) of what 

ad been got by Individuals, for want of thoſe Cheques; the Delay 
and Difficulties attending ſuch an Inquiry, will, probably, hinder 
any Diſcouragement being given to ſuch Practices, which are allow- 
ed to be contrary to the ſtanding Inſtructions to the Commiſſioners of 
the Victualling, and to the Commanders of his Majcſty's Ships. 


W. Ebor. | Scarſdale, 1 Uxbridge, \ Cowper, = 
Litchfield, | Bingley, Bathurſt, I St, John de Bletſoe. 
North and Grey, | Briſtol, | Strafford, | | | 
Trevor, | Boyle, I Guilford, \ 

Compton | Aylesford, | Craven, [ 
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Their Loxpships PROTEST 07 rejecting, the Motion to 
© adjourn, the day that the Lord Chancellor came not to 
the Houſe till three in the Afternoon. 55 : 


Die Sabbati 39 Februarij, 1721. 
A Motion was made to adjourn. The Cs was put, Whe- 
ther this Houſe ſhall be now adjourn'd till Monday Morning next, 
Eleven a-Clock. It was Reſolyed in the Negative. 1 
Content 31. | : | e 8 ; 
Not Content 49. 
I. ECAUSE the Houſe ſtanding adjourn'd to the Day at 
B Eleven a-Clock, and a great Number of Lords being met, 
and expecting the coming of their Speaker till near Three a 
Clock ; they ſeemed to Us generally to reſent this Uſage, and with- 


out any Difſent, as weicould perceive, proceeded, according to the 


ſtanding Order of the Houſe, towards chuſing a Speaker, but meeting 
with ſome Difficulties as to the Perſons nominated, the Lord Chan- 
cellor came, before any Choice was made, and, as ſoon as the Houſe 
was ſate, the Lord Chancellor alledged, as the Reaſon of his long 
abſence, that he had been ſummoned to attend His Majeſty at Sr. 
James's, where the Buſineſs had laſted much longer than was expect- 
ed, which Excuſe, tho' it might, in great meaſure, free the Lord 
Chancellor form the Imputation of willful Neglect of Duty, yet 
eems, to Us, in no degree to juſtify the Indignity, which, We think, 
was, upon the whole Matter, done to the Houſe, which is undoubt- 
redly the greateſt Council in the Kingdom, to which all other 
Councils ought to give way, and not that to any other ; and there- 
fore-the Buſineſs of any other Council ought not to have detained 
the Speaker of this Houſe, after the Hour appointed for its Meeting; 
and during the Time of the Day, the Houſe has uſually, of late, 
Tpent-in Bufineſs, and therefore, we thought, the leaſt Reſentment the 
Houſe could: ſhew, on this Occaſion, to prevent its being uſed ſo for 
the future, was to adjourn without entring on any Buſineſs, and 
This the rather, becauſe We foreſaw it could not obſtruct any Publick ÞX 
Affairs, fince the Time was ſo far ſpent, as that no 2 | 
2 | © Ig | 7 | | n- ; 


Canſequence could well have been gone thro? with Effect, tho 
* we nay venture to ſay, That the Dignity of this Houſe 
has not been, of late Years, encreaſed, ſo we were unwilling, thar 
any thing, we conceive to be a groſs Neglect of it, thou £ 
without ions Note on our Records, that we were ſenfible of ſuch 
Neglect, and did not approve it, which, we thought, would have 
been, in ſome meaſure, attained by an immediate Adjournment. . 
Nor was-any other Method propoſed, and, fince that could not 
de effected, we enter this Diſſent with our Reaſons, that it may 
appear to Poſterity, we were zealous to withſtand, in the Manner 
propoſed, the further. Progreſs of a Practice, ſo injurious, as we con- 
ceive, to the Honour and Authority of this Supreme Council. 


Somerſet, | Boyle, 
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Their Loxpsnirs PROTEST, on rejecting 4 Bill for bet< ; 
| ter ſecuring the Freedoms of Elections. | 


it „ bugs 05; Die Martis 130 Februarij, 1721. 
| Hodie 2 vice lecta eſt Bills, An Ac for the better ſecuring the - Freedone 
of Ele&ions of Members 10 ſerve for the Commons in Parliament © i 
And a Motion being made, That the ſaid Bill be committed, 
and the ſame being objected to. After Debate, the Queſtion was 
put, Whether the ſaid Bill ſhall be committed? It was reſolved in 
the Negative, Then the Queſtion was put, Whether the faid Bill 
ſhall be rejected? It was reſolved in the Affirmative. © 


. Diſſentient. Somerſet. 


LYJECAUSE the Methods of Corruption, made uſe of in 
2 Elections, and now grown to an Heighth beyond the Ex- 
ample of preceding Times, are, of all others, the greatcſk 


- Blemiſh to our Conſtitution, and muſt, if not remedied, prove 


fatal to it, and did therefore chiefly deſerye, (as they can only 
admit) of a Parliamentary Cure. 1 Ga | 
II. Becauſe the Commons, who are beſt qualified to judge of 
the growth of this Evil, and to point out proper Remedies for it, 
having ſent up a Bill, complaining of the one, and defiring our - 
Aſſiſtance in the other: It was not, we apprehend, ſuitable to the 
Dignity and Wiſdom of this Houſe, to reject ſuch a Bill, without 
entring into a free Diſcuſſion of the Particulars of which it confiſt- 
ed, and thereby to give an Handle for Reflections without Doors. 
as if we had ſhewn a leſs Degree of Zeal againſt the Corruptions 
complained of, than thoſe from whoſe Elections they ſprung ; 
-our Opinion is, That we ſhould rather have taken this fayoura- 
e Opportunity of joining our Endeavours, with theirs, towards 
the Cure of this Evil, than have made our ſelves liable to Ob- 
jections, for refuling to attempt it, even after ſuch an encourag- 
ing Step taken by the Houſe of Commons. 
Py is 8 , - III. Becauſe 


- 


1 
III. Becauſe a Law againſt Corruption, tho' always deſirable, 
is yet particularly ſeaſonable and neceſſary, at ſuch a Jundcture. 
as this, when new Elections of Members are coming on, and the 
Parliament for which they ſhall, by what Method ſoever be cho- 
ſen, may continue for ſeven Years. And we think the Lords are 
the more concerned to obviate the ill Conſequences of ſuch a Choice, 
becauſe! the Septennial Act which made ſo remarkable a Change in 
our Conſtitution, had its riſe from this Houſe. terte a 
IV. Becauſe we are perſuaded, that by the Terror of the Pe- 
nalties contained in this Bill, which were to have operated, ſoon 
After pit paſſed into a Law, a mighty Check would have been 
— to the Growth of Corruption, tho? it ſhould not have 
en abſolutely cured. And we are confirmed in this Opinion, 
by what we have heard, and believe, that while the Bill was 
depending in Parliament, and the Fate of it unknown, the in- 
famous Practices at which it was levell'd, were, in ſome meaſure, 
ſuſpended ; and ſhould a further Stop have been put to Corrup- 
tion and Bribery, at the approaching Elections, by the paſſing 
this Bill, ſuch a Degree of Succeſs, might have given the Legiſla- 
ture hopes of entire ſuppreſſing of it. | ; 
V. Suppoſing _ Bill to have been defective in ſome Reſpects, 
and not well adjuſted in others, to the End deſign'd Ca Suppoſi- 
tion, but not admitted by us; but yet the true way of ſupplying 
_ _ theſe Defects; and making all proper Alterations, would have been 
by committing the Bill, and not by rejecting it. In other Caſes, 
where a Bill of publick Concern is laid afide by the Houſe, they 
can eaſily make amends for that Loſs, by bringing in a new one, 
which may more effectually anſwer the good Ends prepoſed : 
. whereas, in this Caſe, neither is there time ſufficient for repeatin 
the Attempt, nor can any Bill of this kind be eyer begun in this 
Houſe, with any reaſonable Proſpect of Succeſs. 1 
VI. Becaule, the Intention of many chief Clauſes in the Bill, 


is to provide for the more effectual Execution of . Laws already 
made to ſecure the Freedom of Elections, but hitherto evaded for 
want of ſuch Proviſions. And we know not that any Argument 
hath been, ox can be uſed againſt paſſing ſuch parts of this Bill into a 
Law, but what N equal or greater Strength, be urged 
for ee thoſe Laws, which yet are held ſacred and invio- 
able. | 5 5 

VII. Becauſe ſeyeral Oaths are, by Laws now in being, required 
to qualify Electors, and the Oaths enjoined by this Bill, are intend- 
ed only to ſtrengthen the Obligations, under which ſuch Electors 
do, by the known Rules of our Conſtitution, already lie: Nor 
are theſe Oaths attended with any new Hardſhip or Difficulty, A 
fince they relate only to plain Matters of Fact, which are certain- - 
iy known by the Electors themſelves: And which they will be rea- 1 

y to atteſt with all Solemnity, if they are conſcious of their own 
Innocency in point of Corruption: And if they are not, the legal 
Puniſhment of Per jury, to which they are ſubjected, is light in 
Compariſon of the heighnous Nature of their Offence, and the mif- 
chievyous Conſequences of itt. 1 
VIII. Becauſe that part of the Bill which forbids the iſſuing of 
publick Money towards influencing Elections, relates to a Method 
of Corruption, which, of all others, ought the moſt carefully to 
be guarded againſt, and yet was admitted, in the Debate, to have 
been frequently practic d. And therefore we cannot but wiſh, that 
this Bill had paſſed into a Law for the ſake of that Clauſe, which 
would have hindred what was Ziven for the Security of the 
Subjects Rights, and the Safety of the Kingdom, from being ever 
employed to the Deſtruction of both: an Example; if thus 6 oy 


— 
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D 
Men in high Offices and Stations, cannot fail of ſpreading it Influ- 
ence, though all Ranks and Orders of Men, and procuring Impunt- 
ty and Applauſe for ſuch Practices, as all true Lovers of their Coun- 


try muſt Wiſh, might be Univerſally deteſted and puniſhed. 

IX. Becauſe We cannot underſtand how the Objection made to 
this Bill, [That it removes Foundations] can, with any Colour of Rea- 

ſon, be ſupported. On the contrary, We think that the:whole De- 

ſign of it, is to recover our Old Conſtitution, and re-ſertle it on 

thoſe firm Foundations, from which it has. been removed ever fince 

Bribery has been made an uſual Inlet to Parliament. And that dan- 


erous Traffick has been carried on between the Electors and the 
ected, which has undermined the Virtuous Principles, and may 


Prove fatal to the Liberties of the Free People of this Realm. 


x. Becauſe another Argument inſiſted on, in Prejudice of the Bill, 


{that it would give the Houſe of Commons a.greates Latitude in deciding diſputed 
Election] ſeems to us to be equally groundleſs, for the Penalties in- 
tended to be Enacted by this Bill, are to take Place only upon Pro- 


ſecutions in the Ordinary Courts of Juſtice, 'and cannot come under 


the Cognizance, or be inflicted by the Authority of the Houſe of 
Commons, nor can the Courts below be checked in their Proceedin 

on this. Head, by the Determinations of that Houſe, with mh 
the Methods of Puniſhing Corruption, preſcrib'd by this Act, da 
not in the leaſt interfere : What therefore was alledged in the Debate, 
can by no means be allowed, that while the Commons are the ſole 
Judges of Elections, *tis in vain to think the reſtraining the Corrup- 
tion of Electors, fince the Method here preſcribed, are ſuch, as either 
Operate on the Conſcience, or will in the Common Courſe of Law, 


executed themſelyes, and tho? they may be forewarded, yet cannot 


be fruſtrated by the Intervention of an Houſe of Commons. 


XI. Becauſe as the paſſing this Bill, would have been attended with 


no Inconveniencies to the Publick, ſo great Miſchiefs may, we ap- 


prehend, enſue upon the Rejecting it: The Honour of this Houſe 


may ſutfer on that Account; and Corruption of all Sorts, will, we 
fear, receive new Light and Encouragement, it being a Matter of 
daily, and certain Obſervation ; That whenever a Bill is brought 
into Parliament to Redreſs any great Diſorders in the State, any 
Diſcountenance given to ſuch Bill, will always Countenance and In- 
creaſe ſuch Diſorders, and make them leſs capable of Remedy in 
ſueceeding Times, eſpecially when it ſhall be Affir med in the Debate, 
That all Bills of this kind, do more Miſchief than Good; which 
Way. of Reaſoning, ſhould it prevail, would effectually prevent all 
future Attempts towards curing this Great Evil, and preſerying 


the Conſtitution of Parliaments. = F ego BY 
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Their Loxpsntes PROTEST againſt Expunging the Reaſons 


* 


¶ the foregoing PROTEST. 


r Die Lune, 190 Februarij, 1721. 
The Order of the Day was Read, for taking into Conſideration, 


the Proteſtation entered in the Journal of this Houſe, the 13th of 

this Inſtant Februery, And the ſeveral Reaſons for the ſaid Proteſta- 

tion being Read, After Debate, The 7 was put, Whether 
1 


the entire Entry of the Reaſons for the ſaid Proteſtation on the 13th 


Inſtant, ſhall be Expunged ? It was reſolved in the Affir mat ive. 


cement 33. 
| punged, were both as to the Matter and Form of them, 
agreeable to Precedents in former Parliaments, ſtill remain- 


ing on the Journals uncenſured by the Houſe. : 
I. Becauſe we were very deſirous, that the Arguments contained 


In thoſe Reaſons againft Bribery and Corruption in Elections; and 


our Zeal for obtaining ſuch Remedies as were propoſed by the 
Commons themſelyes, might appear to Poſterity, as fully and par- 
 Cicularly as poſſible. | | | *** 
III. Becauſe as the Practice of Expunging Reaſons is not Ancient, 
fo the Method taken upon this Occafion of Expunging many Rea- 
of various kinds, by one General Queſt ion, is, we conceive, 
unreaſonable in it ſelf, and is Countenanced but by one Precedent 


Briſtol.” 
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Conſideration of the Navy-Debts for Three Meeks. 
| Die Lune 190 Februarij, 1721. 


The order of che Day for the Houſe to be in a Committee again; 


to take into further Conſideration the Cauſes of Contracting ſo 
large a Navy-Debt, being Read, A Motion was made, That the 
Houſe be put into the ſaid Committee, on this Day Three Weeks, 
After Debate, The Queſtion was put, That the Houſe be put into a 


ommittee 


ee Cos Walks ad eee WISE 


P ECAUSE ve are of Oppinion. That the Reaſons Ex- 


eee eee ufo ORE 
Their LoxDsa1Ps PROTEST againſt putting off the farther - 


* 2 3 
Committee again, to take into further Conſideration, the Cauſes 
of Contracting ſo large a Navy- Debt, on this Day Three Weeks ? 


It was Reſolycd in the Affirmative. 


Diſſentient. | 3 

I. ECA USE the putting off the further Conſideration of the 
| B Cauſes the Navy- Debt, to ſo diſtant a Day, after ſo long an 
Adjournment of the fame Matter already had, is, as we con- 
_ ecive, not only a Diſcouragement and Delay, but as the Seſſion may 
happen to end, will totally prevent (at leaſt during this Seſſion that 
Enquiry. which, as we apprehend, would greatly haye tended ta 
the Publick Good, in hindring ſo large a Nayy-Debt from being 
Contracted for the Future. 5 e | 
II. Altho' the ſaid Enquiry hath been a great while depending, 
Vet, a very few Days only, it appears by the Journal, have been 
allowed for it, and one of thofe was eaplages in Reviewing two 
Queſtions, which were at firſt kept from being put by Previous 
Queſtions, and therefore we conceive a few Days more ought not ta 
have been denied. for the looking into a Matter of ſo very great Im- 

portance to the Publick. 2 13 434508 139 be 7. 

III. We apprehend, That all Matters properly brought before 

either Houſe of Parliament, eſpecially Enquiries into Miſmanage- 

ments of the Publick Buſineſs, ought, if the Time will allow it, to 
be freely and fully diſcuſſed, and determined one Way or other, and 

_ ought not to be kept off from coming to any Determination, by one 
long Adjournment after another. ral the Seſſion be ended. 5 
| W. Becauſe it was alledged in the Debate, as a Reaſon againſt ſa 
long an Adjournment, That the Subject Mater of the Enquiry was 
not near exhauſted, that the Points already eonſidered and deter- 
mined, had no Relation to thoſe propoſed to be confidered in the 
further Enquiry, and conſequently the Determination of the for- 
mer, could in no degree prejudice the latter, or make the going up- 

on them needle'sor improper, and to evince this, ſeveral of the Par- 

| ticulars deſigned to have been proceeded upon, were ſpecified, As, 

That it appeared by Extracts of ſeyeral Letters on the Table, 

8 * by a Lettet from the Navy-Board, Dated 13th Feb. 1701, 
That the Practice of turning over Companies, or Part of Compa- 
nies, from one Ship to another, without their Officers, was a Charge 
to the Crown, by confounding Accounts and otherwiſe, as well as 
diſguſtful to the Seamen. e e 

hat by other Pepers before the Houſe, it appeared, That ſeverak 
Squadrons have gone out of late, without Muſter-Maſters, whoſe 
Office and Duty it is to detect Frauds in Pay, and on the Head of 
- Victualling. | | 5 | | 
That in the Year 1720, 2201 Men were employed in the Yards, 
more than in the Year 1714, and 2627 Men more than in the Year 

1698, and that the Wages of thoſe Men have of late, been' greatly 
increaſed, both which, for ought appeared to Us, are an unaccount- 
able Increaſe of that Charge to the Publick. _ he 

That fince the Year 1714, many new Captains and Liuetenants 
had been made, while great Numbers have been kept in Half Pay, 
and unimployed, beſides thoſe created on Vacancies, which happen- 
ed while the Ships were abroad, and by that means an unneceſſary 

Day e has been continued on the Publick, and the Elder Officers 

obliged. _ : | | | 5 

That without any Order or Eſtabliſhment, by his Majeſty in 

Council, Pay has been allowed contrary to the Uſage of the Navy, 

to Flag-Officers at Home, during the Winter, on Pretence of their 

making a Journey or two, to ſec _ Squadrons equipeed. I 


5 TS 0 

That without ſuch Order or Eſtablimment of his Majeſty in 
Council, Captains and Commanders of ſmall Numbers of Ships, 
have been paid as Rear Admirals, on Pretence of having Captains 


under them, and in but one Inſtance that we could obſerve a Rea- - Þ| 


ſon given, why they had Captains under them, unleſs it was to 
colour their having ſuch Pay. _ 2 | h 
And we are well aſſured, that on further Enquiry, it will appear; 
That new Lieutenants have been made Abroad, and old ones fit 
to ſerve, ſent Home, to be put in Half-Pay, _ 
That Flags have been paid in double or trebble Capacities. | 
That Flags and other Officers have been paid, as in higher Stati- 
ons than thoſe they ſerved in. ; | 1 | 
; 1 or three Flags of the ſame ſort have been paid at the 
lame Time. | : 1 . 
8 _ Retroſpections of Pay have been allowed to Flags and other 
cers. N . ; gs 
All which _ * the Ancient Oeconomy of the Navy, and 
waſtful of the Publick Treaſure, we think, ſhould have been enquir- 
ed into without Loſs of Time. E | | 
Theſe Miſmanagements, as we take them to be, and others might 
have appeared on further Conſideration of this Matter, Contribut- 
ing, as we apprehend, to waſte the Publick Treaſure, muſt neceſſa- 
rity have been, in a Great Degee, an Occafion of contracting (6 large 
2 Navy-Debt, and therefore we are of Opinion, that one or more N 
ſurther Days, which would —— have fallen within this Seſſion, 
mould have been appointed for the taking them into Conſiderat ion, 
which not being done, we the rather enter this Proteſt, with our 
Reaſons, as what we hope may give an Occaſion to the reſuming 
the Thoughts of this Matter, in another Seſſion of Parliament. 


V. Ebor. Boyle, |] Compton, 
Mont joy, F. Ceſtrien, | Bathurſt, 
F. Roffen, . | Aberdeen, ] Comper, 
Aſbburnham, Bing ley, Foley, 
Uxbridge, | Briftol, | Aplesford, 
_ Strafford, |\ NorthandGrey, | Guilford, 


A 1 55 2 * 
: , 3 
cM 5 4 5 © * 4 \ : . ; ; "= 6 
0 o . OY 3 * ' 
© ER O20 | A a 
- RB 
— 6u—. — a" ** * 7 2 ud - 1 
2 | bo 
" F = : # * 5 . 2 
K * 4 . 5 1 ? . » — 278 
8 8 2 


- 


Their LoxDsnres PROTEST on rejecting the Queſtion re- 
tating to the Increaſe of Publick Debts, and on rejecting 
tb previous Queſtion relating to this Point, viz. Whe- 
ther leſſening the Publick Debt be not neceſſary t o 


* 


f publick 5 C redi it. 


4 | Die Martis 200 Februarij, 1721. 
The Order of the Day, for taking into Conſideration the State of 
the National Debt being Read, A Motion was made, and the * 
n was put, That it appears by the State of the Publick Debt, | 
fore this Houſe, That the ſame (excluſive of the Debt of the Navy) 
ws encreaſed het een the 31ſt of December, 1717, and 3 iſt of December, 
: TE 7 Sik . : : 0 - * £4 5 1726, 


55 55 L. 17 7 
1720, at leaſt the Sum of 2,300,0001. notwithſtanding that the ſinle- 
| King Fund hath produced within that Time 1,910, 383 l. 145. 6 d. 3 4. 


ö It way Reſolved in the N egativc. 


l 


Content 23. 
Not Content 30. 
Diſſentent. 


ADR 


by the proper Officers, on 


% 


which were exactly agreeable to a Paper laid before this Houſe 


L ECAUSE the Queſtion conſiſted wholly of Matters of F = | 
the Addreſs of this Houſe ; and as 


it is not reaſonably to be preſumed, that the Officers of the Crown 
would State the Debt higher than it really was, ſo we cannot but 
think, nothing was alledged in the Debate, that made it appear, 


the Debt was leſs than ſtated in the Queſtion, but on the Contrary, 


had the exact Quantum of the Debt been material tg have been ens 
quired into, on this Occaſion; it was evident to Us, even from 2 


Memorandum at the Bottom of the ſame Paper, that the D 


bt way 


in reality, much higher the 31ſt of December, 1720, than ſtated in 


the Queſtion. 


. Er. | C. Roffen, * Bathurſt, North and Greyi 


Cower, | Strafford, {| 
Weſton, |\ F. Ceſtrien, | 
Guilford, Ment jy, 
Aſhburnham, [ | 
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Then a Motion was made, Thar tlie leſſening the Publick Debt 
Annually, and by all proper Methods, is neceſſary to being tte 


Beyle, % | 585 pak 
Briſtol, bridge, 


Aberdeen, . Litchfields 
E wes 


and Proferying the Publick Credit. And a Queſtion being ſtate 


_. thereupon, 


ter Debate, the Previous Queſtion was put, Wheth 


the ſaid Queſtion ſhall be now pur ? 
It was Reſolved in the Negative: 


; | Diſſentient. 


I. ECAUSE, as the main Queſtion is undeniably true, and | 
| B ſeems to us to be ſo, by its being prevented to be put by the 


oo Previous Queſtion, ſo We think it would have been highly 
Exped ient, and uſeful to the Publick, to have had it put and Vo- 
ted in the Affirmative, that by the declar'd Opinion of this Houſe 
(which muſt always be of the greateſt Authority) thoſe who are 
more immediately concern'd to take Care of the Publick Credit, 
might not rely on vain and deceitful Projects, for Reſtoring and 
Preſerving the Credit of the Nation, but apply themſelyes ſeriouſly 
and diligently to bring about the only effectual Means of doing it. 
II. Altho' ſo clear an evident a Truth as is contain'd in the main 
N cannot, when propoſed, but obtain the Conſent of all, 


eſpecially of ſuch as are Qualified to be in great Stations, yet at this 


Juncture, when the Publick is under ſo great Neceſſities, from the 
unexampled Preſſure of Debts,- and when all other Remedies, hither- 


to Attempted, have proved ineffectual, if not miſchievous, We can- 


not but conceive it was extremely proper, and muſt have greatly con- 
duced to the Reſtoring and Preſerving the Publick-Credit, to have 


quicken'd the Endeavours for that Purpoſe, of all in the Publick 


Service, by ſo high an Authority, as a Reſolution of this Houſe, 


that Go 


ot Ne out to them the Way they ſhould take towards 
End, but intimating alſo that as far as is poſſible to be 
: „%%% ae a * | 


wake 


3 F 
attained, the doing ſv would be expected from them, and therefore 
we conceive the main Queſtion would have been put and Voted, (as 
we think it muſt have been, had it been put in the Affirmative. 
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| The Loxpsnivs PROTEST againſt an Act to — . 
| clandeſtine Running of Goods. ” 


TEE Die Veneris 20 Martij. 
 Hodze 3. Vice Leffa eſt Billa, Entitled, An Act to prevent the clandeſtine 
- Reenning of Goods, &cc. | 1 . | 
The Queſtion was put, Whether this Bill ſhall paſs ? 
It was reſolved in the Aftirmative. 


I- E CAU SE we are very ſenſible of the ill Conſequences 
that attend the pernicious Practice of running Goods, 
and therefore wiſh ſome reaſonable, proper, and effectual 

Method ( which we do not take this Bill to be ) might have been 

ſer on Foot to prevent it. | 3 5 

II. Becauſe the making the Alteration by a former Bill, from 

Ships of fifteen Tuns, to thoſe of thirty, has not proved to any 

Ad vantage, as we apprehend. ſince it has been admitted, that the 

Cuſtoms have fallen ſince; and we find no Ground to hope, that 

the farther raiſing this Prohibition to Ships of forty Tuns, as is 

done by this Bill, will be effectual; but we think there is Reaſon 
ro fear, that it may be a great Prejudice to the Coaſting Trade 
in particular, ſince the Owners of ſuch Veſſels are thereby ſub- 
jected to the heavy Penalty of lofing their Ships, when poſſibly they 
may be entirely innocent themſelves, and the Fault may be com- 
mitted only thro' the Folly and Knavery of the Sailors; which 

Will diſcourage the lending ſmall Veſſels to thoſe who trade in 

them, by which a great part of the Coaſt Trade is at preſent 

carried on. | 7 * #0 

III. Becauſe the Penalty of Baniſhment in the Bill ſeems, + in 

Jome Caſes, to be annexed to a very ſmall Offence; we do not 

- think it too great for any one, who ſhall be taken with 

Goods of any conſiderable Value, and with a manifeſt Intent 

to defraud his Majeſty of his Cuſtoms; but as the Bill is 

worded, it will, as we conceive, extend to any Gentleman, if arm- 
ed, returning from his Travels, who has about him, OA the 
leaſt Trifle, that has not been entered and paid Duty, tho“ 


has not the leaſt Defign to defraud the King of his Cuſtoms, or 
dhinles he is tranſgretling any Law whatſoever ; and we do not 


— 


* 


he 


| 


. „ 5 
think fit to depend that ſo ſeyere a Law may not, in ſuch hard 
- Caſes, be ſomerimes executed with Rigour. 8 
IV. Becauſe it was endeayoured, but without Succeſs, at the 


Committee, to have excepted the Barges of Noblemen, and of the 


Lord Mayor, and Companies of the City of London, which cannot 


be ſuppoſed to be uſ 
to the City cannot be ) in t. | 
fore we conceive, the making it neceſſaay for the Noblemen, or 


and the great Bargers of State belonging 


the Lord Mayor, and Companies to apply to the Admiralty for a 


Licence, to uſe their own Barges on the River of Thames, or lay a- 
fide the uſe of them for want of ſuch Licences, which cannot be 
obtained, without giving ſuch a Security as will bind and incum- 


ber the real Eſtates of the Obligors, to be not only a great and un- 


neceſſary Indignity, but alſo an Invaſion of Property, eſpeciall 
in the Caſe of the Barges belonging , to the City of London, whic 
City has an antient Right to the Conſeryation of the River of 
Thames, and as high an Intereft in it as TN to be had in 
any Navigable River; and therefore we think it abſurd, as well as 
injurious, ſo proper to compel the great Officers and Companies 
of the City to ask and give Security for a Licence to navigate 
or paſs on that part of the Thames, which may not improperly be 
called their own River. | . 
V. It ſeems to us partial and unjuſt, that the Prohibition of 
Barges and other Veſſels, deſeribed in the Bill, ſhould be confined 


only to the Counties for that Purpoſe named in the Bill, and not 
to other Maritime Counties; eſpecially ſuth as are moſt infamous for 


running Goods, where tho* the Veſſels deſcribed may not as yet 
be ſo much in uſe as in the Counties named, yet will a 2, pag 
edly be more uſed in other Counties not named, when they can 
no longer be kept in the Counties or Places the Bill extends to : 
And we conceive Laws ſhould not make a Diſtinction, where there 
is no Difference in Reaſon, on a Dependance that it may be ſup- 
plied by a new Law another Opportunity,  __ | 
VI. Becauſe the Time allowed by the Bill, ( viz. )- to the 25th 
of this Inſtant March, either to diſpoſe of the Barges and other 
prohibited Veſſels, or obtain Licences for the keeping thent, is much 
roo ſhort, as we conceive, and will prove the Occafion of more 
Hardſhips being done, than can poſſibly be foreſeen. 


> 
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Their LoRDSHIPS PROTEST againft the Motion for 


making the Order relating to Proteſts a Standing Order. 


Die Saturn. 3 Martij, 1721. 


© The Houſe proceeded to take into Conſideration the - Motion 


or making the Order in Relation to Proteſtations a Randi 
Order, ſo altered, as to require them to be entered before two a 


Clock the fitting Day, and the ſubſcribing thereof before the ri- 


ſing of the Houſe ſuch Day. 


ed ) in the Running of Goods ; and there- 
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The Queſtion was put, Whether the ſaid Ordet, as alter'd, hal 
4 ſtanding Order, and entered on the! (Tat ay, H 
| It was reſolyed in the Aftirmative, . | Of 
Dilſentient. ö N 5 
L Io R that the ſtanding Order, in Relation to the Time of 
entring Proteſtations, was made above eighty Vears ſince 
and was reſtrictive of an antient Right; and yer in ali 
that Time, till now, has never been thought not to have reſtrained 
that Right enough; but on the contrary, whenever longer time 
than is allowed by that Order has been ask'd, as it has been done 
in innumerable Inſtances, it was neyer once denied (as we be⸗ 
heve; ) which ſhews, that the conſtant Opinion of this Houſe has 
hirherto been, that the Reſtraint brought upon that antient Right 
of _ — by that old Order, has been rather too much, than 
II. The abridging of the Right of proteſting with Reaſons yet 
more, will neceſſarily cauſe the Reaſons to be penn'd with Ie 
Accuracy, and probably longer than they would have been, had 
more Time been allowed; which though it may gratify thoſe 
who differ in Opinion from the Proteſtors, yet will hurt the Ho- 
nour of the Houſe, as we conceiye, and the Dignity of the Records 
thereof: For we can by no means allow, that as much Time 
mould not be afforded to word the Lord's Reaſons, which are 
to be entered on the Journal, as would be neceſſary to the word- 
ing of « Pamphler defign'd to be printed and publiſhed. 8 . 
III. Becauſe we conceive, that if this further Reſtraint does not 
render the Proteſting quite impracticable, yet it muſt prove very 
incommodious and troubleſomè to the Lords, who would make 
uſe of that their undoubted Right; for if a Debate ſhould take 
up any long time, as moſt Debates of Conſequence ſhould do, 
the intermediate time allowed, is in our Opinion, not ſufficient 
for Lords, who deſign to Proteſt, to meet and bring their ſeye- 
ral Reaſons together, and afterwards expreſs them with that Clear- 
neſs, and ſo unexceptionably as they ought to do, and befides, 
them fairly and correctly entered on 1 ſo that 
| } our Opinion, they muſt very often either be excluded from entring 
and figning their Reaſons,-or endure” a great deal of Hardſhip 
and Inconvenience, by denying themſelves uſual Reſt aud Refreſh- 
t (as is very obvious without further Explanation) and be 
obliged to come long before their ordinary Duty of attending the 
Buſineſs of the Houſe requires, ſo that we conceiye this new Re- 
ſtraint will either hinder the Proteſting with Reaſons, or amount 
to'2 kind of Punichment on thoſe Lords, who ſhall make uſe of 
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their antient and undoubted Rights of Proteſting, Fa 
IV, There ſeems to us leſs Reaſon for this Step, becauſe if the 
Liberty of entring Proteſtations with Reaſons be in any Degree 
abuſed, the Houſe can 02 does order them, or ſuch parts of 
them, as can be reaſonably objected to be expunged: And this 
— * is yet ſtronger, for that — 2 re ben 
ade of expunging a great Number of Reaſons, and of 2 various 
ie by r Bere Queſtion, which is a 8 
medy for any Abuſe that can happen. a 
V. If ever there ſhould be a Time when the utmoſt Candour 
and 4 — leſs in = than on preſent, this new — — | 
the Right of Proteſting with Reaſons, may open a Gap to 
2 e and — og l W prejadice'o that Right. 
"Clerks may come later than, uſual, pretend other Buſineſs, or write 
flower. or uſe other Shifts, to avoid perfecting; the Entry of the 
Journal, till after the time allowed, eſpecially af thay Gall think: 
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| the? filly, they gratiff = Majority of the Houſe by 6 doing 
— wel ra leaſt hope for „ 1 if 23 8 
/ diſpoſed, they may be on the other Hand 1 duc'd, and not un- 
reaſonably, to write faſter, and more looſly than will become 
the Journal of this Houſe, that the Entry may be finiſh'd within 
the Time limitted. We do not pretend to enumerate all the ways 
of making this Alteration of th old ſtandiug Order more in- 
convenient than appears at firſt Sight, "_ only ſpecify theſd 
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VI. We do not think the Right of entring Proteſtations with 
Reaſons has been of late abuſed, ſo as to give Occaſion for this 
new Reſtriction, though it may have been uſed of late more fre- 
uently than formerly ; for which, according to our Opinion 
There hath been very proper Occafions given, and fince we canni 
but think the Right of Proteſting with Reaſons a valuable and 
_ uſeful Privilege, we muſt confeſs our Fears, left theſe Reſtricti- 
ons, though not now intended ſo, ſhould: end at length in a total 
Extinction of that Right, | | x TM 
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Uxbridge, Strafford, 1 Litebfiel,. _ 199, 
Batburſt, | Brifttal, | Northand Grey, | Trevor, _ -- 
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Their Lon psnips PRovesT Sunſt arpunging Fl bat 
„eff their Proteſtation relating to the Nauy- Debt. 


1 ä 
The Houſe according to order proceeded to take into Confis 
deration the Proteſtation 98 putting off the further Enquiry 
into the Cauſes of contracting fo largè a Navy-Debte. 

. And the Queſtion was put, whether all that is contained in the 
ſaid Proteſtation after the Word (Specified) in the 10th Line of 

the fourth Reaſon, ſhall be expunged. 5 lt b x 

7 826 It was reſolved in the Affirmative. 


Diſſentient. | en eee Terr Oy 
I. DEA USE when we were giving Reaſons againſt putting 
FS off the further Conſideration of the Cauſes of the Nayy= . 
Debt, by long Adjournments, probably for the whole Seffi> : J 
on, as we thought no_ Reaſon could be more proper, than that | | 
the Subject Matter of that Enquiry was hot exhauſted. but that N 

very material Buſineſs remained to be conſidered on that Head, 
fo we did, and do yet conceive, that the following that general 
Aſſertion, with an Enumeration of the particular Matters, which 
| yet did remain to be enquired into, as well ſuch as aroſe from 
Þ 2 already before the Houſe, as other, which we were well 
aſſured would ariſe in the further Progreſs of that Buſineſs (from 
Papers deſigned to be called for) did make the ſaid General Argument 
which ſtands unexcept ionable, more ſtrong, as well as more fair 
and caddid. by ſhew ing it was well founded on particulars: And 
altho* the Houſe has not thought fit to print the ſaid Enumera- 
on of Particulars to ſtand on the Journal, yet we conceive we have 
attained this Adyantage by having entred them, that it cannot be 
odiecdod to us, that we generally affirmed more Buſineſs of Conſe- 
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bruary laſt 

ol Queſt being hether the Reaſons entered for the ſaid 
The Queſtion being put, whether the ns entered for the ſaid 
Proteſtarions ſhall be expunged. 2 * 
It was reſolved in the Affir mat ive. ; 
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ECAUSE there is no Inſtance of Expunging the Reaſons of a 

1 Proteſt, unleſs they were thought to contain ſomething inde- 

| cent to the Houſe, or alledged Matter'of Facts that were falſe 

The firſt is not preſumed in the preſent Caſe;and-as to the ſecond, the 

Matter depending upon Figures, there can be no Diſpute, but upon 
the Method of ados and if the Lords, who tign'd the Pro- 
teſt, did chooſe to follow the Method obſer ved by the Officers of the 
Zxchequer, rather than any other, we do not conceiye their Reaſo 
founded on ſuch Authority deſer ved to be expunged, neither do we 
think the ſaid Lords were oblig'd to make Deductions from the Ex- 
chequer Accompe, which was laid before the Houſe without making 
the proper Additions at the ſame time. For it muſt be agreed, that 
if the Debt Stated in 1717, was but 47 Millions, 8000001. and in the 
Year 1720, about 30 Millions, the bringing the Annuities into the 
Sauth-Sea Company, may occaſion an Increaſe of about two Millions 
and a halfe, and the Army Debentures, not yet brought to 7 1 


are Eſtimated at about half a Million more, and the Debt of the 
Navy is near two Millions: So the whole appears to be about 32 
Millions, and the Increaſe of the National Debt ſince it was Stat 
in 1717, might therefore be reckon'd about Seven Millions, and 
educting the Million of Bxchequer Bills lent to the ſaid Company, 
the real Increaſe of the National Debt, above what it was Stated at 
in the Vear 1717, appear to Us at this Time about ſix Millions, 
But as the Reaſons were founded on 2 Accompt laid before the 
Houſe, which kept in the Million of Exchequer Bills as a Debt, and 
excluded all he other Artirles, we conceive they 1 55 not to haye 
5 Expunged, fince the Under - reckoning the Debt was not the 
ene made againit them, r. 
ye ſame Lords Subſerib'd as beſore., r br by 
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Their LokDpsn1Ps ProTEST qgainſt E ing the Reaſon: 
; er the Proteſtation on the 17th of January lat. 


i ” P . 220 
5 Die Lune 3e Martij. 
The Order was Read for taking into Conſideration the Proteſta- 
tion Enter'd in the Journal of this Houſe the 17th of January laſt. 
And the ſeyeral Reaſons for the ſaid Proteſtation being read. 
After Debate, The Queſtion was put, whether the entire Entry of 
the Reaſons for the ſaid Proteſtation on the 17th of January laſt 
Mall be Expunged. 4 PR Tf. To 
It was Reſoly'd in the Afirmatiye. | 
Diſſentient. | 3 . 
ECA Us E former Reaſons enter'd againſt ſome late Reſolu- 
tions for Expunging, do as we concei ve, equally extend to 
Juſtify our Diſſent to this Reſolution, and therefore to avoid 
Repetition, we refer to thoſe Reaſons, with this further, that we 
o not find, and believe there is not any Precedent wherein Reaſons 
for a Proteſtation have been taken into Conſideration by the Houſe, 
ſo long after they were enter'd, as in the Preſent. Caſe; and the 
Inconyeniencies of doing ſo, are in our Opinion very Manifeſt. 


Strafford. G wm Mont joy, — F. Ceſtriens, 
_ Craven, Bathurſt, | St John de Bletſoe, | Comper, 
North and Grey, Boyle, . Foley, e 


Uxbridge, | Litchfield, ] Aberdeen, 
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